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Preface

Ths report is an owcome of 3 sudy sequesied and flaanced by Save the Chidnen
Cansds, Save the Chidren UK, The Imtersatioaal Labour Orpasizstion s Maei, sad
UNICEF, For Fafo, the funding orpaisations not only gave s the opporsniy to
COMImUE our enpagemert oo reseach Ssues pertning 1o chid bbour issues, bue
also to anahse farder the wealth of data provaded from the Hats Living Conditions
Swrvey (HLCS), which the presers stody benefis from

Numcrow people sad ongansations have made this wady possble, and we wah
1o extend our sincese thanks 1o them for ther v contridutions. The panness
who funded the study gave w the oppoctunzy 90 caery ot the work, and stsated o
mm“d*:anTmembydn UNDP in
Hazs; the efforts of the ertare stalf, a0d Diene Keta and Hide
dmmspedthuh.‘%-bopnddwdumdﬂmﬂd
Noeway for their support. The 1w0 coumntries coopersted = conducting the HLCS,
which has provided the statuscal daxa for this wodk. The rescarch would noe have
been made possible withour the putient aad efficieat comnbunioas of the sff i the
Hatan Intaute for Seataexs (IH51) n Port-auPrice. Special thanks goes 10 M,
Dandis Akidor and coordnmor Mr. Akdor, Dy, Nachalie Brsson Lamante was so
nxe & 1o let ws dacuss our thought weh bez, and gave vakable feedbuck and g
in the progect’s anahyexcal stage.

Mant importastly, tha reearch could not have bees conducted withous the vap-
pors of aduls and chilirea around the country, in local communinies, schooks and
crede wmoss, who prticpeed in iterviews and comvensations, thansg ther expen
ences, thoughes, hopes and fean with feldwork pencanel Thewr names are too
sy 10 mention, asd we remuis indetuad 10 them ol

The qualisative fieldwork was made possible a5 o resuk of the assisance from 2
manber of poople (and orpanatioss). The followirg should be menticaed o
panicudan Kany Lafosse of the Bapso Cherch of Bethel in Phamon, Joha and
Elunor Tumbell of the Bagtim Maiwon in Fermuhe, Lone] Flewestin of the
Methednte Chuxch in Hati (1 Eglne Méthodare I Haxi), the waff of The Mechocka
Chuech (and the school of the Meshodist Church) in Gap Haltien, and in panicular,
Kardire Jean Bagaate and Ansetie Pierre. Furthermose, Fenold Appolos and the ren
of the saff m Beyoad Borders (Linn# La Vi), she Fvangehsr Baptiss Missicn of the
South of Hasti (Mosicn Evangebque Bapeste da Sod dHaz)), Jear Roben Obéry of
the Centre d F.ducation Popelaim in Por-au-Prisce, Nemour Abel of Corer des

.



e d'FEducamion Popralaie in Porso Prince, Nemour Abel of Coeur des Jeunes in
Cap Hukkicn, Gaillct Donvnvil i the Cemre d'F ducation Speciale, Jesi Chancy Mani-
g and Rachel Maghowe, snthropalogisn Mary Ellen Taman, and Aluin Grisurd of
FENU @ Foet Lbertd, ol deserve spocial thasks, Barbara Lasrraceay comnbested
with vahsable nsights and coordinated the study in s eadly suge. Finally, Edwn Gae
e sad Jess Bodny ludoe were both msitants for Fafo daning the study, and web-
out them, the work woudd have been consderably harder 1o underake,

In Fafo, revearchens Anne Hatloy and Tooe Sommerfell execated the project. In
addmion 10 Haley and Sommerdeh, Joo Pedersen abso conrbued a5 auhor, snd
wody & £ dfforers stages,

It & our hope tha Sa wady will contribune our wndentaading of
chddren’s bibous, and the comem in which chaldrea and prow up = Ma, sad

thue it can thereby be of belp = detigning appropoate measuees 10 meet the chal
keages tha aee anvobved

Oulo, May 2002

Jon Hasases Bacer

Masagiag Darecter

Fado Insunune for Appled Imemusnal Studes



Executive Summary

This report & 2 sesposse 10 the nood for mome up 1o-dite, accarse, 3od rmpreserta
tive duta om the stwsion of chideen in domesticiy, and the extent of child domestic:
iy, n Haxi. It describes bow smangemeres of child domesuciy come sboct sd how
they are ompanned; amestes the cconomic and socal comtexts i which chid domestic
are peserwad and reprodeced.

The repoe combunes two sosaces of data, fivly mansracal dara from the exterive
Mat: Living conditioss Servey camed ou by IMS] with ssistance from Fafo, and
second qualizaive daa prodaced by & scpasste sethropological fleldwork

In ke porcnt repon, child domestie bbour o defined in tenms of paress.child
veparation, bigh weekdoad of the chldd, and lack of or delays in schocling, Using these
crvena, 2 = found tha chid domes wodkers coun 173 000 or B2 percent of the
child popalation aged five 1o 17 years.

Net mgarding urban rund sunes, our dies show Bar ovenall, 99 pescess of the
child domestics are gurls, whcmea 41 percem am bow. Fanberssore, i sbscbse sum-
bens, ment of the child domestics aee found in rarad areas, If comsidening the
proporson of chid domestics of the soeal child population i urbas sd rural arcas,
the percertages are sboct the same, There b a tendency that more of the boy chid
domentics onginae from runl areas, wheres girk 50 2 liger oment than boys come
from wibas areas. We abio find tha wian gk nube op a lege pocponion of the
child domeatic workers, and among these g=b, fewer have kirship sebeionships vo
their new gwardiass,

Patterms o the socul orgassation of child dometic bbour are gencesied, charged
and reprodaced by people’s varicus noods and peactices. The seeds, wishes and 2-
toas of individusk are shaped, but nee deterssined, by social, cubural snd ecosonc
processes. |n Huii, these aceds arc melaed 50 poventy "low income), pae
ey’ hopes of gving their chidmn a better furure, 1o the face thae formal educasion &
a baghly treasured valee, and 10 pronties amcag “employing” howeholds is terrma of
bbour neods asd ther chaddron’s whooling. Genenlly, households thee nclede chid



1 Introduction

Torve Sorvevarten

The Garbbeas Republic of Haki makes up the wenern Sind of the shad of Ha-
passola, the remanieg two thinks compruing the Domenaan Republic. Maiel w »
moustanous courssy, asd the meursam rnges that sretch cans-west are dided by
nver valleys and plans. Agnodtuee in the moustan shopes aad in the lowlands
makes 1 the coumtry’s dommnuatieg ecosome activty. Populition catimaes of Hai
vary from six 80 more than eight milon people (see appendin), Abons 30 percers live
in urban aress,

Sockl orpeaisanon in Hagi s hghly complex, sad msocuned with economic divie
100, sad dutinctiom accoeding 10 binguage (French and Hastias Greole), religion
{Ceholicsm aad Voodoo/ Voadous), asd in part 10 colour (cf. Labelle 1987)! Pae-
terms o Haaties social orgasaation huve bees shaped by Hau's pase. Pl beoke
koowe from the French colonial power a8 early & m 1504, making the workd's fing
“black republc”. Independence and the aboltica of slavery was followed by conflrs
between chtes and pessare commenizes around the country, between differere cler,
badowners sad anmybased; and berween rulers basad in the ponh and the soh
Meeoover, Flati hat been marred by poltical confie, cxtermnal sterventicns and re
POTISIVE LOVERMTMOES 4VeT Since independence,

Today, the majorty of Hatians & kefs with scarce economac ssources. Agricsd
vorsd and & up i senall vais. Due 10 eronon and growth, the rele
ticn between baad suzable for agrcukeral prodictios and the population is stomsched
to us bmirs. In addicion, growth in sorragnculurl secton has been mnsable, Haai 5
known s the pooseit coumtry o the American. When Hatian affxn reach unerms.
rwcher thas 1owaed the country's ech cdiunl undiioas.

" The absohue monay of Manars adbeses 1w Caholcmm, and many pracuce Voodoo #t the s
e Divtonoes snocisted with coliur bave sever been diesr o, bt 0 e punt, upper G
prowpe of smsdowmeny and weabby coonrscrcalnn werr 15 2 comtam oo secraand froen She radane

cﬁ.mwmmw.hdwm movemens,
econoesc $oundeion on which socal wequalee wemw hanod wmained weact.



Child Domestic Labour in Haiti: Background

L2 1998, Jean Robert Cader an asobogrphy taled “Resuavec: From Ha
tian Shve Child 1o Maddie- Amencan”, describuing b He a0 2 “revtavek”, do
mestic servaon, or “shve child”, and the geoenl social acceprance of this prcice is
Haati. The book drew immematicaal muestion, asd @ the ahermah, the wp was
pven space in pewapapens acund the workl, The Crmole torm “restavek™ bocame
chnc»udmofchﬂdomuhbo-mma&s

I Maiti, however, the sose had been mised in publc forums earlice. In 1984, Hai
tuxs offical and scholans gathered = 2 Conference cn chid domestxcity (which pro
dwced & conference mpor, “Collogue sur IEnfance en Domesticad™, see Andenon
et al 1950: ov; UNICEF 195 M), The fast known eitimaes of the exers of chid
domesticry i Hati stem from the conference. With basit in conves data from 1982,
Doedlien esuunaced thar Hati had & mamber of 10973 domestics, which '
2.2% of the 1ral populstion, or 7% of the populastion aged less than 18 years
ben 1990 [1984} 1), Duning the same cocfesence in 1984, E, Closca vuggrund an
esumuee of 120000 child domesacs, or 11% of the childeen from six 1o 15 yeurs of
agr. However, Closca alvo aoted thae this figure may be doubled, to 240.000, = do
st consadered as relanives or lodgen/ papng geesty/ boarders (Frenchs pensios-
neres) ace act included in the extimate of 120000 (Clesca 1954, i UNECEF 199):
39, S804 ); Andersoa e, al 1950: 1)

The mse did mot bring together a buger poliscal o specialint sudience ustl 1590,
when a new Conference 100k place (gmhering largely the same pamicipants & in

1534, see UNICEF 1993: M. Sence 1950, the miue has been debuted regulacly, and
estunanes of the sumber of children abound, though a genenl lack of mome e
represestative susvey sad cenias dus oftes leads 10 crovs refereacing 10 a few older
sources. UNICEF poists 10 the bick of sources & 2 repont on childres in a2 “pamicw-
by dffaculk smusnson™ ia Haki (199): ¥9). Ax the same time, the buter study makes
woe of data from 2 smadler sample of children [totally 1117 childres) = thoee of the
mapor cnes of the country, and estimanes the mumber of child domesics to abow
130,000, or, between 100,000 and 160.000 (UNBCEF 199X 19, S8248, see also p. £7).

2T o “setavec” (weh 2 “C) u Fonch, whovens “mestowk” (spek wach 2 K & oo
coonmon 0 Faglah s Mtk abo slleon ool speling). The faa thar e concnpe & dus
“Urwwshnd” [reen oo lngungr 35 anadher Sharrwies the wiernannd semen sionded 4.

3 Undomusuchy, we hawe rot succeoded @ gorang bold of dhe cogrul cosdemence repon foom TH8,
and acetar of £ Gosca'y evnsstcn. Therefom, we canmox descobe further or decum
the duta on the estamscions wer based, Thas & wdomunae, bocaune 3 decumion
d&MdMowdhmmo— Andenon s al (1990) caly
rebes 1o Clesin's haghwest estiompte of MO0 domsenins



Ia stermational publications that tres child domestic lbour in more genenl
terms, there seems 10 be a tendency 10 quote the haghest citumuees of the mamber of
chid domens e figioe in nxond mporty, [n 1999, for iomance, an evtimate of
250000 Haisa child domestcs 0 s swee of lenocenns Digest (UNICEF
1999: 3). 1n tha case, the source of the extiemnte is Aadercn et 2l (1990, ic. Minne-
sota Lawyens Imemimional Haman Rights Comminiee, see UNICEF 199%; ), 18a34),
Lo vam, the estimaee i Anderson e al (1950: 1) b given with refesence to the high
ext pxtimate from the 1984-Confesence held in Haiti, se. Clesca’s “dosble estimate”
(€, Cosca 1984, soe also our commenns 10 this above),

Al @ all, there s 2 need for more up-to-date, acosne, and sepeeseatative daes on
the srwnion of chdden in donaxinty, and the exterz of chid domexcay, in the
Hastian comtext. The & the focws of the poesent repor. Addponally, we am 10 de-
wrbe how senangements of child domesticty come sbout and how they are cogan
sed; descnbe the economic and wocial coments i which chid domestic Isbour takes
place; and analyve how the pracices, selions sad processes involved are genermed
and reproduced.

[ememamionally, sore anermion bas eradasoaadly beea accorded chidren's bibosr in
ndatry and masufactize than theer Bbour i household semings. Durng the past
decades, however, chid domestic hbowr bus become recogaised and referred 10 45 4
form of chld hbour. Momower, no intermational cosference on child bbowr can
svosd the wsue. The currem amestion 10 child domestx Libour s Mt s panly a
eeflection of dhas face,

On the other buad, £ 5 mportast 10 note that the smestion to the s1ue = Hazin
rut ordy 3 reflection of wremssonsl dascounes in UN and noe-governmental ongan-

sations. Nor are Haoes” mdwumadwm
squawdp&dmdmdn.wdaﬂwcdmw
abios idess on the of childen in the face of oumsidens. Melville
Henkovies, who conducted & Mirchsbea @ carly m = the 930, do-

scribes the “pving” of chikdres, and ™'t moaes s o d cale Doy -~ sl folk who
wmay & your house’, ocmbuﬁy.bm"(mll?)n 103). 1t becoetses appucese
that stores of child abuse weee dicussed among Hazises already at this tioe:

To what extear this rebsosship offers 2 meass for the explostanion of chdden
.. chance be saud, though tales of abuses of 2, expecially in Por-au-Prince, are
heard (1964 {1937 103},

Howewer, & & smporarnt 10 poust ot thie £ & not vanl recently thae the saue ha

cmndmdefamdp&xdbemmamnﬂbbm and thae evakas
soat from this dscoune am reflecond in Hatian bow, Thoogh chddeen are accorded



protection in earher logal documernss, She prdical protectaca of childres i doenete.
gy did not come inzo force Gl some 20 yours ago. In 1984, Haws adogeed 2 Labour
Law (Code da Travail), which prohiies the placement in a famaly of chidren under
the age of 12 wean for domesic work (artick 341) It further specdics that chiden
shove 12 yean, working in domestic service, am emitled 10 decern Jodging, clothes,
sufficicat and heabhy musmica, and tha they mnot be enrolied in schocd of w0 pro
fessional training (cf. Joanss 199 1 Ngom 197%: 23). It saces thae chiden shall
not work durieg the Souns that e school 1o whach they are envolled give clasies,
dunizg Sendsy afeermcom or ca public holidays, or during reght. The chidemen are
fushermore eantled 1o 10 hows of uramemuped sest duily. ﬁ:dyimdtagcof
15, children @ domestic service thoudd be rogasdod o paad dossestic servaens, sad
shall be given & sy equivaless 10 salaoes paid ocher [adult] servamey {anicle M5,
346, M7, 350 i the Hakun Labour Law, of. Jouns 1996: 12). However, even though
Harian law ths acrbones legal nights 1o chidren, they are seldom enforced (Joaza
19%: 12},

As mermnned, more intemational amention has been accocded childra's lsbowr in
industzy and massfactuse than their hbour 21 howehold semisgs, and istersanional
comvermions parthy reflect this fact. Nometheless, the UN Convention on the Rights
of the Child (1989), ILO Ceaveaticn 138 (1971) and, moee recently, ILO Conven-

ton 182 (1999) can be pphed to child domextic abour. Hazi ha ratdied the UN
CmvmoeduMofth(Hd(la&macﬂmmemDmm
199%: 35). The UN Conventica establabes thee children are ernitled 2o protectica
from economic explonation and Bazardows work, and that work muss not deperve
them of educanion or be harrefidl 10 ther development. It funder calls for coumtnes
to specdy a maisuss age for admmion 10 erployment. The [LO C138 wpulues
h&mgh@ﬁowewﬂmni 14 wears {for developing
countries). The 1LO CI82, on € “woes forms of chad labour”, defizes a child as 2
person under the age of 18 yoaes. The age lmi for mrodiction %o the kibosr marker
of 12 yeurs defined i the Mitian Labowr Law & thus lower than age bnas i er
naticaal comemmions, wiich we caher 14 or 18 yean.

We retorn to the moe of pal mstrussents @ the ubsccton below, shen we da
<uss the concepe of child domestic abour & funher dead

4 O the year of ths sxeadesces 10 the Haran bbosr lew, sor UNICEF (1993, &),



On the Concept of Child Domestic Labour

*Child domesc bibowr™ and “chid domestc worker™ we comesed concepes, define
toas depending on the wer's poszion and purpose, whether witkin arenm of polts
cal advocacy in differers forms or analysis i the social or other sciences. [n many
caes, dacourses ca chidren's work and bbowr reflect a clsh between cuburd
relmivint appecaches, imiting tha childmen’s acivices must be wndentood within
ther peoper socul, ccosom, and cullurad costen, on the one hand, axd universalls-
1 spproaches o the other, 1ockng o ertablah unvonal wandards for what should
be s “uewamed” hbour chideen. As become incress-
WM!’:MM%& Mrmmmmdm
wasch and moe scholarly nersture on childoen's acuvities,

Dt 10 &3 comevied natuse, and the complexities of the concepe e, 3 definzaon
of chld domentic bbour cazno be enablahed pesor 10 a choser exameninon of Mae
mmwmumawmwu&m
comest & this 2 recurmeas sopic throughow this repon. A dscussion of the concepe
0 more genenl terma, and approaches to chald domestic bour, o sl in place &
this poire. As 2 fier mep, “chdd domestic work™ can be defined a children'y active
mwhn.achcbnhdoo.dewnphu Swnng these auvities
withis the framework of “child bbow™ it not unpecblematic,

One spproach, adopted = intematicaal conventions, » 10 mchade domeite work
that goes & the expense of chiddren's menal or phwsical heakh and/or wchooling,
Two princples uadere ths appeoack 10 chad labour in legal surranenss: Fistly, the
comequences of chikiren's work, and secondy, absolize age (cf. Gomenud & Stokke
1997 b Grisssrud 2001).

Wiah respect 10 the fisy, 1LO Coavention 158 msserts thae work performed by
children sbould st sterfere wieb the child's education, oe be harmiul o theesten o
harm, “the chids beakh or phwsical memal mosml or socidl developaens™ (.
Grisrarud 2001: €). Thes, this condtion docs aot releee 0o chikdren's activities per se,
bex to the cwmeperar of their work {on education, heakh, 2ad developmenn).

With seipect to mterference with educatson, regelimions i Hasti presenbe sane
years of compubory educasion besween the ages of six and 15 years (UNESCD
1995/9)) Tha brisgs us o the naue of age, which comtatues the seccad condion
for defining snd prohibring “child bbow (Grmarud 2001), Ao mestsoned, sterma-
Doeal convestions spply 14 and 1S yeurs s age Lenas: 1LO Convernion 138 specifies
15 wears @ the limi for irsroduction 1o working e, and 14 in developmng countrics,

' The mwrsber of school yeses hus bom mcremed [rom sax 0 mone yean ier an oducs
woea xfoere A TN

"



ILO Coavestion 182, on the “Wont Fonrs of Child Labou”, may be made relevi
to soeme canes of child domesticity i Haay, and defines 2 “child™ as all persass mnder
the age of 18, Hats bhus st ratified 1LO C1IE, bor hus ndcated Bt 2 will do sat

In this study, we focus s all penoas wndor the age of 18, s0d make 3 poist ot
of emphusiing the kmi of 14 years 2 an intemal datisction at the same time,

In scadermues or more scholardy work, sockologisns, arebecpologints and ethno-
peychatrat punvae a dffesern appeoach, emphasang thar “child™ and “chidbood”
ae defined dffeserely in Effevers cltums. Boyden v al. (1993: 9.26) poizt 0wt thae
children's ablines aad maturiies vaey 30 nrach thae defining a child’s manunty by
calendar age can be miskeadisg. The dacusions become parceady complex when
comidering chideen’s wurk in the domunc sphere. Wheress children's remunersed
bbour corerbumions in industry & oftea Lbelind ~labour™, and perceived as explea.
ing. children's (and wommen's) work = the domestic sphere bas tradionally been
comadercd s “duty” or “socialsation”, and sefersed 9 & “work” cf. Nieuweshuys
1954, 1996). Moceover, children’s socialaion and informal taisieg o often cloncly

More recent Serature quessons descripticas in which chddoes ae pocayed
pusteve vactima, and explores chikdres's own motivations and manoewvres i theis
working Ue (cf. Cumacho 1999; Myers & Boyden 1998, Neeuwenbpas 1994; Save the
Chldeen 1999; Sommerdek 2001), Also, in moee recest debases, the distinction above
betwoen work (“acceptable™) and Ledoer (“unacceprable™) has becoene blarsed by the
recrodectica of the term “shvery” 5o cenain forms of chid Wbosr, 1 which chil
deen's enpuad domersic work i inchuded fef. Bales 1999),

The laser spproaches bring to light thae the socal contexts of childrens work ae
vital for grasping the waps in whick children's work and activines ae shaped and
wndentood o bocal setsngs. For insance, the cotrvereion sexts rederred o above do
st e the vocial convews of the chdd's work s 3 craecion for defining “chid Jn
Bow”, ie. whese the work takes place, whether wnder pusestal sepervaion and/or in
bouscholds different from the child's own. 1a peinciple, household work under pa
restal sepervision or authorty muy be encompassed by insemaeional child lsbour
begisbtion in cases when the work imerfieres with the chuld's schooling or harme the
chids heakh or development. However, # has become common 10 sefer to child
dovonx bbour 1 employmest or activities undonaken in households oeber than the
cheld's own (cf. Biaghroogh & Glynn 199%: 1), and & & chikdren working in house.

* The cowmry's position toward CLEL, cn the “womt Saree™ of Jld labour (30d of child oo
libinr) remmie ancieas Noer thae ooe ol cases of (b doemesse bbour ase “wone Sorme”

"



bolds other thas their own than are tse focu of the present study.” Lo socicties with
exterive fomenage prctices, however, # may be problematic 10 determine which
Bowsehold sheuld be reganded a5 the “child's ow=", and which affiliation constiutes
the iy peumary family beloaging. Tha i pamicalarly the case s Husi Thes, of
particular selevance for debates oo child domeoe lbour &t the fact that there e &f.
fuse borders between what can be referred 10 3 “child domestic Wbow and dier-
ert forms of fostening and sdoption syrsems (see for nstance Bleckoe 1980, 1990a,
19908 Goody 1975; Istago- Abanihe 19551 Moceover, noe all cases of dhild sehoca
ticar aed fonterage amangeme s should be included in 4 defizition of “chid domestic
bbour”, and the problemex distincrion berween fonterage 30d child labour &=
rangeeenns will be a main 10psc 0 the following chaprers. The methodology i the
presens study wis developed 1o adunt 1o the specificiies of Hadtian famdy, kinship
and household senxctaes.

Ao many of the practices under oruiny hese unply that chikiren e sl ve
m‘ﬂchuh'.a%m&nﬁ:»ﬂ&acmdmd
chlden in new hosses, some of which also can be defined 3 child domestic laboue.
MMWdemhwmean
wese actually born imo their presest home, This is to say that the toparstion from the
m“waﬁﬁmh““h“’mdum'mhnu
mw.mmd“wu—dﬂdwz&dqﬁmuﬂ
tha childwn ger mwpureses. No “emosional primacy” shoskd necessacly be aseribed
mhﬂh“n'w“ddﬁu%thm“m
to condermn the fact thae chiddren am cared for by othess thas their onginal purests
= saxions when the parents, for some reason, cannce. [n the peesess costent, how
ever, the pot i thae we aim o vestigate chideen's residesce patterss, and jot
how caresabers other than ociginal puerons actualy care for children. “Care kg™ o
Mwm%h’.«%m&ﬂoﬂm‘&ummﬂ;ﬂ
emctonad Affection? In sociclogical verms, chideen are “secruied” im0 relatios
&uhhﬁqd‘mkinbynmh:dmiu&u.ndmm'“mh
oze of theas,

'Pomﬂa&.miwadi:dﬂhﬂm&n«.mwmhﬂy
=ore peoerally carson be datisgeished by any lsherent trais, Our anea of stody,
then, is shown m Figare 1,

'Emunﬂwﬁmomﬁop'auuhm-pad
dhaldren's liboer contrbaiees 0 (heir cwn home ax oden widerestenated.

* Howw, w1y on the dotncuon berwon “can™ 1 “sapossibliy”, as the ose husd, and o “sicr.
nae”, o the cher, e socond presupyunng the e, bux noe ver vena. By the surre soker, 3 “care-
*f.nhd-u&qf«m'w.ﬁbumh&m.w
o o “wking cam™ of she oAl 1 e mmotional wemer of the 1o
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Fapure 1 Vraralidd cricrmn. crdd GOMemcs. anS CrAden Bwng sway Dom ongeat parene

Foct and Approaches

The wady b five man focz

§ Produce nformation on the dummionens of chald domentic bbour in Mains,
and how differers amangemonts am onganised:

§ Drtermize the xtor of chid mhcanon ad -domeniczy o Haay, e, the
sumber of children involved, based on the descrpoon of chasacserisnics of
child domencny in the Hasgun commexy;

§ Asscss deveyepinc choaarans, e, the sex aad age of the chidren involved, aad
where they come from aad curotly i termms of urban and rural aress;

§ Dewcribe the Sy and wrkoy cndtos of chidren = demenxay, & com
parcd 10 other childeen, and vanous expenences of these condaions;

§ Descrbe and analyse the sl odid, and avmomc comect of practices mlated
o child relocamion and children o domesteiry, in onder 1o immerpret the mean-
ings bocally atentesed to pach practices, and %0 produce nformaticn o how
the practices are caused and repeodaced. The anahws foceses on the children's
presess caortabers; thewr orgind famdies of crggn, 2ad the cchisonshp between
them.

A man aim » ths to depics panernt of action, and patterza in the pnomtics made.
Heace, we <hdd domestic bbour as a socul symem, and seek 1o vade rmand
why ongnal lamibes, cddren thermelver, sad the people who “cmploy™ thees, st
and react the ways they do, given the opporunities they am faced with, This analysa
enubles an undenstanding of bow practices and seliion ace geaersed, and thus,



uadenzanding of the effects of mtervening in these practices, and how such imerven-
tions should be directed.

Society, Culture and Contexts of Children’s Work

The theorenxcal arpemesss thur underbe e foci and spproaches owkoed sbove e
quie same specificmion. A pomt of departure @ the anlyss & that an essermislist
view of & unfied “culture™ (in this case the constrct of “the Faian culure™), “soch
ety” o “econcety” does 2ot brieg us fusther in understanding the processes thae
generate and mprodece pamems and vanacions in children's work. P diferemby,
socul and cconotie wrattered, oc culture, do not dtewane parcreal behavicur or
childeare practxes.

This spproach to chiidren's work, childoare peactions, and bumea belaviowr more
mﬂy-dwﬁwhmddﬁ-wmhnthwdmm
from an emphaan oo socetics and “cultumy™ m closed, coberest ymermm, x=d to-
ward an emphas oa the processes tha produce, mepeoduce, and change behaviowsl
panterns.” Pracices and belieds vary from one commmniy 10 the newt sad from ose
indivichal %0 another. People aho mwiste pragmacally to culturally defined norms,
This & not w say tha one should oot focus 08 paneers in social pescices, sor tha
children's work aad labour are unsfiected by socal, econcmni aad caltural procewses.
Om the comnary, chidcare practioes are shaped by cultunl, social sad eccncmic ccor
veans, and notons of sdubhood snd chidbood ace calturally and socaally conmracied.
They are pot, howeves, determined by them.

In cur Faeld of study, thas & % sy, for instance, that in commuraties domizated by
wabsisnence econonvy, in which the provision of food s a pevoral concern, economc
comperence may be heavily errphuned o goakt segarding childeare, However, the
ecomomec system does not desenmine gosls i childeare (f, Levine cu &, 19%4), By
the same 10ken, moeal, notom and ideds mfoms choxes, eg. repasding chid reloca
ton and bumas mpeoduction (mamber of childrea), but do not determine ther ou-
comes.

In cur mwting, this wmplies thee child domestic labour i noe cassed, or determrined
&y “Hams cultere™. On e other hand, childen's doenentic babour o shaped by the
coment in whch 1 sppeans. This comext embraces fonerage practices, kirship ade-
ologies, relations of gender sad nequalty, and blurred douncucas between fonenng

* Fow very bred sumaunes of thas thils wiben e andhnpolopal duigine, and crangees of desen
ownann, see fou wniinie Koesong (Y794) and Vipdda (1994)
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and abour srrangemesnss, all of which seed oot be exchaively “Hatian”, bue whach
m:,:;:: oo .m.h‘e:ph.n e dchﬂ;i Ioun:.“

{osensg relos = why pracices sehocation, i

MMW‘“"’:‘M“

By the same token, “cublere™ Soet not mactivase pecple to take o chddres or place
them i domesnciy. People’s vanow needs, on the other band, motivase them w0 a1,
In Hani, a5 will be shows, these needs are relued 10 poventy (pareres” low incomes),
paresty’ hopes of pving ther childoen a better furure, to the fact thar formal educa-
won is 2 highly ueasured value, and 10 prormies amorg “employing™ Sowseholds in
term of pescerved labour needs.

As a pust of the anadysis of the socad and ecosomu contenms of chidma’s work in
Hazi, we alvo amens chid domentic labosr in pelssion to social and economic mequal-
xy. Presercly, » penenl soticn held among speculsts wodking in the feld s har can
hmw.mumnwmdwum.cz
mwm:mum.w.am the

-dm«m-m-pulydkmd:u-:uﬁlﬁd
umm..am.mw households” avorage in-
mumuwu«u«wmnmwum
than seadng hooebold, b that these svenge mxome memues concead 3 lage
vanaion among households that comran chid domentic workers. There ase nearly s
mary chid domente wockens @ lower 2 in higher income bomebolds, though the
propemazy o employ child domeric worken incrrases with ncressing income.

Debutes ca “cultunl determizarmy” of child domenticrry o licked with dacus-
sions of the role of history on childeen’s domeste work s Ham Some wriers have
cotsectod chid domestic bbowr = Miati 1o e hatorcal kegacy of slavery. ¥ leplea
in this angumers ® that shevery forms pant of Haird's “culvaral herrage”, and that ghiv-
ery has cremed 2 “memaley” in which rolemnce for abuse and cxploason, abo of
chidren, i high. Viclence and abase, in other woods, & placed in the come of “Haan
culture”. We strongly couner claims about an inbereer “vioknce™ in (4 comtrucied
erery of) *Haran culkere™. Once again, we sren an anti-determnat approach, n
Mhﬁndwmhdwmmdmmdthmghm
has 10 be assessed eongencally. Socul nequalty s an imspoctann comextual danerdicn,
and aho the contretion of 1ocial inequalty thoough time.

Moceover, the peescnt wtudy endeavoun to depact tendencies in the socil organi-
waton of children's domestic work i FHaati, asvess how these rendencies come abow,
and analyse the shageng of socual practices by ther sociad cottent - through empuscal
mvestgation,

S0 Ondien (1999). For other selerences 10 dha wew, soe UNICEF (591 13, 40, Snl0).
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Sources of Data, Research Techniques and Field-
work

The fiekiwork for the HUCS wis condacted over 3 period of shout 18 weels,
from March 10 July 2001, i ol regions of the coustry. The fieldwark was underaken
by the Institue Hiien de Statistique et dlnformasique (JHSI), and ievoived 79 ister-
viesers and 20 seporvisons. [a 501 chustens, 7812 howeholds were selectad fioe inter
viewing, and the respoase moe wis 97.8 percent. Funther devads on the HLCS ae
descbed in the appendix,

M&Mfuhw&ﬂnmmmﬁusi&r&nmm
siummd-misdoblmw' ﬂuahithef&m-t‘dd&w b0
prepare relevast questiom (and ndicaron) HLCS quemtionnaires, suck = types
of activities, clothieg and sleeping faciltier, 10 mention 2 few. Secondly, the aim was
amorg childeen and adak urvolved in child relocion sad domesticty.

The mun part of the qualitative fieldwork took place in March and Aged 2001,
Some userviewy and dscauom wem abo condected i Joly 2000 Freldwork
mmﬁdmh&dww&u&mhduﬂmmm
Prince, Les Cayes, Gop Hultien, snd Fore Libené, In addaicn, we coaducted field
Mhmﬂmuomdj:wladi?&dnhbd.ﬁm&wh.%&
de.ﬁmhmhﬂmmww
aformal sod fonmal contacts = the Hicld stions. These contact perons beought 18
to homes, workplaces, schook, professional traming cemres, and chusches. On v
enal oceassorn, we walked from Bouse 1o house in local comesusstion, and were inero-
dwdbyhfwmdmm'c&o:pohﬁbm&-bmnpd
with us sinply because Shey had beard that we were amund.

mn:omwasmwmmmuuz«
precuely, 12 pamkigents were purents or chose famdy membery {in the orginal

' In addekon 10 teese 119, we onganied & buge proup of sboce 10 poople, @ & dhech o Phateon.
The am of this sevion was 53 scres pamkgents v ndvidul ieerviews. We sbo ook the
saady 50 dwcwss the sl cowa’s sonie el educaiossl doamen Aot 15 of the IO poople



homsebold) of chilkdren who had been placed in sew famdies, aad 11 had, or had had
in the past, chiliren lving with them who were not their biological offspring 2

Funhermore, 21 of she 110 panicpamss were chldorn who poesently lved wieh
others thes their paseres or ceigaal caretalien, or were chibdren and adulis who had
doge 1o m the past. 21 of these 22 had boen placed with sew families before they
reached the age of 18, and one had been below 18 (1 the age of 16), Ten of these 22
participunts were below 15 2 the time we isterviewed them, aad seves of them were
stil Sving away from their ongisal homes, some of them working a “domestcs™,
Only twe of the tes had retumed 10 ther ongiaal pareats or howeholds, sad one
wmhiﬁ;h&mhﬁmmim&h‘bum
placed in Nine of the 22 panicipants menticaed sbove belonged 1o the age caegory
15 to 17 (ze. below 1E), and all but coc of them weee il Evang in other thas ther
onginal homes,

[a addimion %o the penons memticoed above, we spole with rescurce pemvoancl in
schools, activines and resowrce cenres for children, and masy of dhe discussions we
had with chddren were condacted here. Finudly, we spoke wizh a rarge of adulss sad
children who were not directly urvolved i child redocasion @ their immediste faoy-
bes, that = 10 exy, they had aot moved from Some duneg chidhood they bud e
sere children so new famikies; nor recemved chikdeen from other famslics, Nonctheless,
they made evabations and held optioas and views on the ssse of chdd relocaon

and chid domertxaty,

The Chapters
Chapter 2 & devoted to a dacuision of charactertxs of child doment labour = the
Hagian comtexx. Here, we abo decwss the blumed lnes berween | Arange-

mests and chald libour, and local dotncticas of different amusgemerns of child relo
catioe, [s Chapeer 3, we proceed to estimating the excem of child domesticry, and
wsens elemestary demognphee charscrerstics of the phenomenon. Chageer 4 for
cwes on the chaldrea's working aad bving conditiom, and on expeneaces of the
condiors under which child domestics bive., In Chageer 5, we analyse the social con-
vears of child domesucity in Huati, by way of se analysa of the children's buche
thess i term of kinshep sad socid inequaley. [n Chugner 6, we sumt op and charnacter

¥ By “twlkpal” offipang, we refer 10 olbprng of aduls st ax socully scoepred B bokogedd
father and mmonher.



the socidl sywem of chid domatiery; the procemes that mpeoduce prctxes
ﬂmd&n\w&uﬂmdﬂwmdwdm
in the relmionships of which the socidl symess of chdd domesicay & comsty

?Ji



2 Characteristics, Definitions, and Arrange-
ments of Children’s Residence and Child
Domesticity in Haiti

Torno Sommerfor

I the portent chaprer, we descnbe poacexes regandng chidmen’s cendeace, rcdocs
tion, and labour within the Haman comext, In onder 10 do o, we aswess child domes-
sty in eloon to fostemge amngemears, sad dscuss these i conjunctica with
lirahg declogy, and focal pesceptiom of chaldrea's work aad upkeep. [n tam, tha
faclnmes delineaions, and a defingion of the concep of child domentic bbour &
relmion to Hatian pescuces.

Fosterage Arrangements and Child Domestic La-
bour

Vanous forms of relocation of children are vaiversal pheaomena, and are 25 old &
husankisd aself. Eardy weiten, such o Machenzie (197! {1830), Hemkoves (1564
(193] and Sampron (1941: 648 §; 1942 646487, have descnbed Hamun practices
i this respect. As early s in 1830, Mackenze described godpaserthood & 4 mean
wsed by Hazan badowners 1o “poocure bbowen™ & agrcubnral fickds (1971 [1830F
273). Ferskovis refers so Haun pracoces of child selocation as “quass adopoion™

No dacunscn of the developmers of the chdd ... can neglect 10 mestion the
widerpread imstrision of a form of quasradopoon . By this s noe meant le-
gl adoprion, though thay, 100, i known and & umes ecoun. Quuss sdoption
wrvohwes childorn who are called * & moes g Wié d Galle s -~ small folk who
stay a your house,” or, more beefly, 3 moen. They aee the children, ofien of
peatasts, “grven” 1o frends who live ia a town or .. 30 fnends or acqaintan-
ces living i the capiral. . To "give™ 2 pervon 4 child in this manner . s re-
proded & & whes of fneadbip, sad such hildres 2 were obscrved, thoogh
pooddy chosked, wee fod not much diffesencly from the childoen of the famdies



wigh which they were sert 60 fve, When the W swns grows older, be leaves and
revurns to hs own Bome, the relisomabp Setwoen fosterfather and
chidd mey contimee frcadly 2 the young pemon has been well treated
(Hershowis 1964 [1937F 108-104),

Adoption 8 usally defined s the complete transfer of all rights snd daties is sls
tices %o the child from the ongmul paseres, or bithpesens, 10 the new finily, Tha
transfer not simply inchader the mights and duties ivolved in giving food, shekey,
emotional comfors, e, but also aghts whick may arise after the {oew) purents’
death, ie, 10 mherance. The degroe s0 which the chid & cozsidered by others, and
considers esell, o 3 chdd of the new pasents may vary, bee the point is thar it implies
8 kegal and complete trassfer of the selwombip,

%umb(;mpm-amncwm.au
net formally recogasied by bw. Whes it occurred, 2 inplied child pot oghts
10 inberasce of land, bet not secessarly that he or the took the adopaive facker’s
Mm{l%lxﬂh&ﬁ.hmvm&uimyhﬂ“»m
e adoption, o the exvtablishmen: of reliorships uybcmi&nd-oo?uin
the bocal communites, but a0t be segutered in beresucrae instnuticns that the state
mecognises a “legal”. The comeniual plagage urson & asother example of the lamer,

Mom common than adoption proper ae differest armmagemests of foserage,
which anply the partial cransfer of nighms asd daties & care talking (6.8 not involvisg
rights to inberzance or educason, but w0 food and sheker). Usaally, the serm fosser
age is appled whes 2 involves co-residence. In Mars, podpasershood may involve
[emerage in the serue thar the godpurests take on cemain responsbiities for the child
(304 expocially when it 8 accenpanied by co-residence). I the above quote from
Henlovies' text (1964 (1917} 103:104), Henkovits basically referred to fosterng
when e applied the term “quasi-adopeion™ (the lamer wesm 1 mouly sbandoned in
Beratuce of meoee recens dase, because, racher than descrbung what the anangesert
actzally does imvolve, the prefix “quan™ directs attention 1o what the arresgezers
),

Moreover, adoptice and festerage are mechanisms by which ues of kinskip, or ro-
bsedacss sore generally, are cremed. Sometirnes, uch ties of Kirship are coeated
strategeally. By che same whes, relocation of chikdren may bave pusposes other thag
those relwing drecely to the child's welfare. For instance, economic or polical all
anies may be wought esablished by links ebooagh children (or theough merage, for
the mamed. [n the Mazun corsexs, godparenthood has cfien served other than
mwmuhm‘mdcﬂh?w&iybm
somse, poltical wed/or other termn (cf, Bastien 1961 491 {f; Mackensie 1971
(18303 273).



In Hami, vanoss forme of fomenge amagemens can abo be dewcribed ar ontald
g chid domestic labour, However, & would be 2 mbundersianding 1o claim tha
fosterage and adoption practioes are “casser” of child domesticey, xt chid domestx
ry 5 wdespread also in sociketies in which adoption & mee; where child domesxary
cuzmon be descrdbed as fomersge; and where chid domertics ase kocally descrbed w
“domertk servans” rher thas “children of the howe™ (e.g. in Mosoccn, <f, Soes
merfek 2001: 25-26). However, i does imply thae s & part of whe socal and culbural
comtex: of childrn's activitier in Huati, fonterage shapes the wns in whick chidren's
work s organised sad ¢ Also, this mmphes tha srossow amoag par
etz 10 give children oo selus of fomersge muy be walen advarnage of by
receivers of the child, or that canes of casr taking rovuling from Sinhparen’ migrs-
tion or denh muy vars iono reliiossbips which the child regards s défiouk or even
sbunave.

In Mas, the concept of mindk 5 ofien refersed to i the local “venion™ of &
chald domewsic worker (a defined in mtermational semings). Laerally meaning 3 per
son who kves wih somecse ehie”, destving from dhe Freach senms “Sving (e}
with (s, the term dhatzacs well the connotations 10 forterage. Az the same tune,
however, the serm camies other coanceasions than 1o the child's residence alone. This
cipecilly relnes 10 types of b A matndk performm work chnely mlued 10 e
domentic sphere or howebold economy, ie. household chores Bk camying water,
wic hing, cleasing, eoe. nd abio penry eading for other howsehold members, anning
Mmm;md»mmmwnmum
evokes the | an ndespervieged chedd [ this way, 2 penon idemifying 2
-a““h:ybyndﬁqp‘uenm&drcqune&baxn
worse than those of other children. 1t s occxionally aho wed derogeory, 3 s of-
fence, unplyteg the chideen 30 defined should amwer 1o the aeeds of anyone who
cally hies or hes, and/or that the chid & lest “worth™ than other chiden.

Moreover, when approaching child domesex habour in the Hatias cortent, we fo
cus on the aspect of the child's residence, and obviously, on the type of work tha the
child perfocms. The fac the respombdiens for the ¢l are tramsfeered 10 new
“caretaken”, however, & oot necessanly imerpreted ¢ 3 sign of the chad being camd
fioe i the same way as other childres “of the bouse™. This reemaing an ermpincal ques-
tion for nvertgmion n lter chagnen.



Conceptualisations of Children’s Work, Remu-
neration and Kinship ldeclogy

[n & prablesison by IPSOFA, the torm mtouk s defined 2 2 child fulfiling the role
of a servaas, who performs howsehold work in bomes differest from their own, wih
o beung puad (1998 9). In Husi ssoce generally sbo, the term masak @ baaically -
sociated with chideen's noo-remunermed work. Feom the viewpoine of mmemational
comvennons, however, chideen’s domenic work thould be consadered a3 chid (do
mestic) labour even & caes when it 5 paad & long 3 = goos & the expense of the
children's schooling. If defining the Jocal teem of resek as as urpasd chid wedker,
£ zrplies that saunet oely mchades & portice of “chid domestics™ in Hai, acooeding
10 a defizstion of the laster concepe in umemanonal conventions,

A few comparative considerstiont will shed Ight on charscenstics of chid do-
mestcy i Maxi, Fisty, the fact tha children's dossentic service 11, for the greaten
pict, 2ot paad, cortemts practices in cenain other part of the world, for muzance in
Movocco, where childoen’s domestic service (from as early i the age of five yean) s
rerrincrsied, though dherr cognal farmslies receive their salanies (¢4, Sommerfel, od,
2001). Whether chidren's work is semmnerated o not is connected winth Jocal defini
wons aad conceprudisanons of chddres’s avies. In Moroceo, chikdres ace placed

o faendies with the explict parpose of giving their onginal families an exm Bcome;
their activioes are refemed 1o as “work™; and the chiliren dhemuelves seferved 10 &
“seall mads” - ety fevrs. In Huizy, distinctions betwees desies and ypbrnging oo
the one hand, and bbosr, on the ocher, in many cases as msore blarved than
quﬁc&thabobamnfm-dmwmdb
gree reher thas of kind Obviowly, these distincsions are blumed all over the wodkd
in the sense thae all processes of chid msirg wvolve e chideen pedom rales,
regardiess of whether they Eve with sheir onginal families or not., In this cormen,
however, the commat %0 Morooeo is than in Hadl, the relocatca of children s ba
very seldoen (opealy) descrbed a cvployray. In coes whee & 5 10 defined, the work
u recsunersed and the chid in question identified 2 2 “servam™,

As 2 the case for fonterage armangoments, the blurred distincrion between foster
ing aad hbour amungements in Hiii should not be imerpreeed a5 & coee of chid
domesucnty (especally contadenng that chid domewscrty may be said to exist in sct-
tings whem the dezincnion & very differencly conmmmed, or more clearly empha
ssed). Raher, 1 should be sece & an explazation 10 why practicer of chdd miocs

LMM&UMMW*&QQ‘ 15, hough e con wor



tion, including domestcity, appeas in the form they do, ie. & descrbes the speciic
(bmmdlbmadﬂddmaay.
lnmthmmdmwﬁmdcﬁdnnw&nm
wik kmhip wdeclogy, or, with the wugs & whch people thisk ot “Seirg relted”.
I= Hati, kin sad famly are ofien idemified in comras 1o “strangen™, sad cxegones
of ben muy be wade. For imnance, they inclade relatioas created through godpasem:
hood. Moreover, kimhip ties are not strtly defined 2 trrmms of "Slood™ (oo noe
Mnse;wﬂwnh%uﬂ.luu&dhﬁpwmwoﬂy
e, brat are s ovaed by shasieg food, residence, or
dfferems kinds (cf, Bamtien 1964: ﬂtﬂanyomeaboemiw&lnds
sense, social relmoaships have many wpects and serve mudiiple funcrices. The face
the, n Hatan costexts, kauhip o famdy relstiomships aoe onlly parsially defined in
serms of “blood”, imples the dstinctions bevween children's work in their osm
bowsehold sad their work @ the bowsehold of neocomsangeincah, do oot deectly
wieh datisctions of “spbeinping” or “sexching”, oo the one hand, and
“libow™ oa the other.™* Also, and cbwiously, muay houscholds try vo get chaldren for
the specdic purpose of getting accent o thewr bbosr force, but tha doos noe & rae¥
deny the fact thar aduks & the same tine hope 1o get access 1o other aspects of sl
voathis 10 chaldes, bhe company, to meation onc. However, adalts abo mecrut
chidden for them 10 serve 26 “wnpad maids™; provide nothing elee than food sad
sheker; and duw very shuep boes beoween them and “childres of the howse™ (ther
“own" chiklren). In tha comtexs, the comsequences of adsky’ tressment on chikden's
welave, and how the chddeen perceive the sustion m which they bve, are the cernl
oyact

» The facr Dt i P, o e Marooco, e sepeat of wark, sl sovmoms: domessions of cldes's
actrvses anr fow vaned expluhy. Sy o revevsanly wabse that Chddern am (meed B ipersondd
was, dewand of slloouce sl bove. In wmtem soxictes, money. wodk md bbuur we olen ssxwind
with sxpenosal and/or “mompeoea” oriag, od = luer, ﬁun(dcwudm)c
mmqhdh*'aud—.d* of giu & peoblecusic, o mauch com
el desliogs aad Lbosr svenmwes do Lle -hlchop-ndm.dul
famaly Ma wvvobvex cconnesc dedlngs (1ew g Appadins 1906 Pury & Bloch 1987). The opgors
e seoes 10 bt basad o Tivogean and Noah Amescan lumdy dosdoges, v whah & & advou »
L 00 eirodhace ey who rditaoohgs the as defined by pencon] ves, uu“h.blk.
nad love. Moreower, the dotction 1 peoblesute 0 the Hatun conten, o the
Mnhhhﬂmkhmum‘dr

voen 1o Sacally Be.



Compensation for "Upkeep” by Children’s Work
or Parents’ Contributions

The miue of remmeration a alio donely connectod with local damifictom of &
fevere types of chid relocanion according 1o how the child's say and wpheep s
“compersacd”, Le. tureugh the chedd's work oc through parents’ prysserns o the
new cansakery. In vurm, shas goes direarly sowsed local undenstandings of wha comar
unes “formumate” and “wnformunene™ smusons foe childres, 1o whan parests regard 2
a child with “poid bosed™ 2 opponed 10 2 “child domess™ (dmank), and wfonms
what s expecied of the chid in serms of workioad ™ This dssnciion seems w0 oo
tsiade with whether the purpose of sending the chid 2 related 20 Soemal oo feesul
education, and whether this purpose goer beyond whas could be mferred 0 8 2

"Paid Board™: Monay Following the Chikd as Compensation for
Upkeep

Dunng fieldwork o runl aress, it was sear 10 4 unieimow descrption of own sad
odiers’ peactices that, 12 cascs when a chid o meomyv:hnmhﬂyvihthe
oxphc purpose of educanon, thae & to say, when ths purpose &
thas a hepe, nﬂkimmdqmdwbshuhndth&“p&nd
the ongimal parcats will pay the school fees of the child, or segulidy supply the re-
fareily with the funds for them 1o see 10 thie the school fees are paid. 1o ths
will also spply the family with money for the child's sphecp. The below
mimo‘n«n)cuwbd&m.mdmnﬂum‘pidw.
where the chid o placed as 2 tenace, than other forsss of child relocaton ™

* Ower tppologier of ca tlieg can abo be woched out, aad ses of local defstioon of care
hmt‘ xy % whother the child uap web o "wrangen”, xad par
e’ motivatioon for sending e avuy. The will be dncissnd o beer chaguen, b we wouch on
soaw of e anaes ham,

-mmummaumuawmm»mmsm
relers 4o o “perrmcesures” (n Frenck, devignuteng dhe childres mvolved), snd whach he mdode
b higher catimuee of child doereseicn. M 20, we do nox seadilly ageee shae o chilldves placed i nuch
arnogrerescs dhoukd bevt be descnbed a “child doamensian”, dw&*hhhm
an ompurical quasion, Az e saw Lo, Boweves, abuses of S posents’ seninon of e childy ay
G0 oont, & povrr 5o whwh wr Wl seveen leten
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Thes, in this case, the taother sees ber chidren each week, and in this way not sernply
Bands ower moacy, but abo has the chance o check on them. Accooding 10 Mana, &
& experaive 10 send children i the way she and her busbond have chosen to do, and
2 o 2 haxery noe all parests cam afferd Moreoves, paseres, and especially mothen,
ofven expressed the view thx ing chidren is a0 economic burden thae they wor
forunately caznce afford foe &l ther o

This same aritude, tha sending childres for the caplict pugpose of educwion s
2= exposse thae not all chiddmn are lucky % be pramted, was cchood dhroughout the
fieldwock Informanca sboa st how this s ammeged & also repemed. The below
extracts froem 4 dacuavion we had with 2 growp of wemen show teme of these
dundancies, sad dlesirae the sharp distinction drawn o ather forms of chald reloca-
ton

mmmwmdﬁm of Bving with a provp of womes in Plaine da
s
Msewulmm*‘l'adi : nmpehzynhool.

ce wnrelated vo their ¢ who offer bousing bat in pencple, nothay
The chid's ongmal famdy covers all other , which have 5o be handed
over ench eghth duy. Each egle duy thes, send foodseodfs, Bhe chacken
ad and chascoal, and pocket money for the children to cover all
thevr reeds, Bhe oll eoc. One of the women says thar this amount
.wumm%’&noocw).u.mﬂam»wL
school fees, and other expenses that may arse.

Several of the womes add that, in general, 2 & less contly to the ¢hd
8 the problem of And

£
:
i
¢
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Moseover, seversl paserns we spoke with throughou the country expressed thae they
were sorry they did not have the mosey to send their chidern sway for education, 1f
they Aad had the mooey, they would ceranly do so.

Genenally, people emphasised that these ammagemenss ae very differest from
sl sustiors. When the chad i sent for puspeses of education, where the family

n



of origin sends meaey for upkeep and school fees, the chikdren are nox *domesties™.
Among 3 group o pareres i Phagton, everyone abo conveyed the mspoessicn that
when moncy & W sent 1o cover the child's expenses, the child's educasion is left w0
the receiver’s good will, and nothing else. Hewever, when money & sem, & would be
s cumplete breach of conenct i the receiving family did not coply with e origind
famiy's wishes, Le. they would moeive money for something they did ot deliver.
Fushermore, 2t there ave segulae vises berween child and orgisal caretaben in these
caes, 3 mosey of goods for the child's upkeep s cfien given weekly (3 few people
Wﬁiwﬁmwﬁ.thmvhhpw&wmihf«mw
check on their child

These canes of relocaion, with the murzl agreement berwees originad and recein
h;wmwm&-.ud&ufumm&niabp
that the child will go 1o whool, whes mosey i nee provided fior their educsion, and
the edacaticn of the child seits on the good will of the seceivers. Ao, & it different
from the cases when parcnts send a child 1o urban aress and explain that the child
will seceive mformal traning or obesn e experience.

mm&m“ﬂdwbmm;wmnmd
thas kind are never abused. Abo, pareans” hopes or of schocl anendance
mw ot always Fulfilled. This & 2 poirs 5o which we wall retum leser,

“Compansating” for Upkeep by Work

The ceber, and opposme, extreme poire of te commuam of relocation arrsagemens
*ppean in cases whes paseres explain thar they have sere children away 3¢ a resull of
st being able o cam for them. On several occasions, we came across cases whero
the pareres did not know where the childs new home was loceeed. In these cases, the
child s wndestood m paying for its own upheep (ie. for food, sheher, clothes)
threugh contnbuting with work. Hershovits echoes this view, asd i contrast, o his
wrtings:

Such 2 chdd [% wow gu Yol i cadle ] repays the com of keeperg him by
belping in the purden xad by running emands. If his pueeres wish him 1o re-
ceive usitserrupend schooling & the secular or Catholic school, they et rec-
cesponse the peeson responaidle for the child for any cont thas may be 1o bim
{Herskovits 1964 (19373 14),

The below case Beatrates how the child's work services 3 soen 3 compeasming the
careraden’ exponees for food and dothes for the child, and in 1um, Bow the parent
represerss this & 4 sitweson denving from a onsis.
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Betwren the extreme poirts of paid boand on the one hand, and work for tphecp 0

the ocher, there & a contiouom of amargements in which matenial peessations of a

Sester value muy be piven to the chid or the famely wik whom the chid sy, and



transier and the purpose of e sy, & more informal or implicit thass in caset of
“pasd bosed” menticned above. They all shase thix the original fassilies bopw fr some
achvanrage for the chdd Regardiess of the purpese of the child may, it & commea for
paeeces who visk thewr chid to brng him or her foodsmudls or sometting “from
bome”,

Rawnon & Berggrea cefer 00 the practice of childeen seceivieg *rooms and bosed”
(dellr) i excharge for domentic service, and oote thee in some of these cases, the
fassly of the child & addaionally sere an amowmt of money (1973: 293). We did noe
encosmmer Fach cases, theugh in some nsmances, the presens cavtaber of dhe chid
wil seed foodwitfs or other “Belp™ 10 the pureats, which muy be smerpreted 2 2
otker vervion of the same putern. This was on 2 very irmeguler busin, however, Whes
paymenss go S the provern caretaker, & = wualy i= the foem of salary 10 pued do-
m':m(u&mdﬂdm).ﬂwt&u&pmedlhcmymﬁ‘»
their own will. Some of these young paid pve pats of their salary o their
pareats, with reference 10 their “difficul stuson®,

The two extoeme poiras of pad bourd 0n the one hand, and wodk for board, ca
the cther, may be said 10 shase & common fostare in thae the selaicathip between
the child and the presers caomtalrr & defined in vermu of one funcrion (e, # is seem
ingly wnplex m characres), in the fust cae Be function of board, is the second of
work. For all imemmedury cases, however, and is pesceice in all cases, several roles
are fulfilled in selsorahips berween chid and caretaber (ie. they are mehiplex),

The Concept of Child Domestic Labour in the Hai-
tian Context

To sumemanue, the cangory of “Hutian child domestic worken™ cannst be defined
bywonuﬂ.behabuddnp&mmmtimdnamwludch}
dren's sesadence, workload, and schooling.

Favily, oo chddeen’s revicence, a definition st achude childen who live away
from thewr onginal parests, Importacnly, the exmsence of kisship ties between s child



uhmmumaumuuwnmw
be regasded 2 2 chid dosessx.

Secondly, the workload ceerion mat allow us 10 inchude children who perform
w«dawiwudlumhhpnnmfwdw
This however, doer noc imply that sk of, or delays in, educatios should astomaer
cally be annbued 10 domentic service, and esumations in terms of the childrea's
oumber of working boun mun therefore be made, Fumhenmore, £ tubes o differ
eace whether the chdd & paid or sor, though we point cun that paying “childeen is
service™ i very e is Fhai

Thirdhy, the delnestion musr allow s 10 inchude childen who do not sesd
school, or who huve delays in scheoling, The biter crirencn involves that edacasional
level b 10 be compared with age (ie. f chilires have seacked the breel appropeuee
10 thewr age). Thas amplies thae childres who preserely anend moning or evening
Mnkh%dubqu&ymwhﬁdﬂhmdmt
“qualfy” as child domestics according 10 the other criteria, Regardicg age. we asslyse
findings ca all children betwsen the ages of five and 18 yeus, and abo make an o
termal distinction at 14, in onder to facilitae seversl estineiom of exem,

As will Be evident fooes the above, this of deknestion caply beads im0 »
tausological peoblem, If the concepe of “child k worke” s defned 2 terma
of lack of schooling and heavy werkload, # would be a self.reference 10 Leer extab-
Esh thae child domestics’ educaional level is lowes, sd their workloads heavies, than
those of ofher chidmn However, we have dua 50 work boun aad enrol
uumawm-awndmrm-uwmm
Hmmhm%mwﬁdcmhm%m»pu&t
and whether they stay i urbie or rurad areas, Fanhermore, cur delneations allow us
to compare chid domesticy and other children acccedng 10 the activities they wsder.
take, and other fving and working condtios indicanony.

With this i mind, we proveed vo fiadings, azd thes the dewalls of the “criteraa® of
child domesticity, ia onder 1o entimuce the exmers of the phencmencn, ad its chasc.
verists. [t shoud be kept in mind char, in this corrext, the definitions asd assocueed
crtena we extsblinbed for this particudar, and pragmanic puspose.



3 Extent and Demographic Characteristics
of Haitian Child Domesticity

Jon Pedersen & Aww Vistiay

Introduction: Blurred Definitions, Exact Numbers?

As wr Bave ween i Chapeer 2, several cnteria e needed in ander to desenmine o 2
child can be caegorsed as & domestic worker or pot. [a both Matian concepucas of
mtsuk aod relevan sremational convertions on chald labour, compound defirstions
are amplicaly or expicily wed.

It would have been convemions d howsobolds simply poned Seir nember of
child domestie workers when ssked To allow foe thes iy, the HLCS did have
an aewer cmegory in the quertion on household compostion thae wessifnd
nsaoshs, Among the children aged from six wears 10 17 years, the respondoats volun-
teesed 14 percert (or 32 000) w0 wnncks, In addzson, 1.9 percers (42 000) of the
¢hmenmdnhn|mandedeMGmn
the sugrmu ssocimed with the term mgrut in the cuvern Fatian public debue, 2 &
Iely thee the nember » comiderably underreponed. Nevessheken, the porting
based on the quesnon of howsehold composition appeans bemer than what the moth-
en mepoet about the whercabous of their cheldeen. 1o thar cae, about 12000 Al
dren are sepomed & doing housework i ocher hosseholds, In contras, the mothers
repon 5 000 childres as being “adopued™ by odher people.

The crnera thar wese dscwssed in Chageer 2. namely the absence of paserms, lack
of edacation and woek, xe ndvadully sot valficent 1o dessdy a chid =1 3 domestic
chidd worker, but must be comsidered s combisanon. Neverheless, two compiica-
noas ane that both ace relited 10 inters and motivmnicn,

The fim complomion b tha the exreme combinmion, samely a chid wuh »
Joes not necessanly the child as a child domess worker, becawse the mosiva-
o behisd the res chowe, work or lach of edacation muy vary. For exsmple,



the parents may be dend, and dhe moeiving fasdy very poor. Whar we then are faced
with 0 s extaemely vulsersble chid and paardins tha may try 0o Sande & difficeh
sausnon a best as they can,. Nevenheless, if a child & in 2 sinustion where the chald &
camytng ot wock, and the work immerfeses with education or darmuges health, thea
this woskd qualfy as child Lbowr under Comvertion 108 regandless of the mters of
the guanises.

The second & che explice question of matvanion, 1f the child was deliverad 1o the
receiving famdy with a view to explog the bbour of de chikd, the chidd would cbwe
cunly be a child domessic worker, and alio = a wisionship that & forbidden by the
“195 UN Supplesernary Comvertion on the Abohion of Slvery, the Shve Teade
and Irotmvtions and Practices Sisnslar to Slavery”, However, ax dicusscd above, the
question of mocivision i difiodh wo ask even Bough £ & impled when someone
cxplhcaly desgnaes a chid s 2 matnsk,

The Three Vulnerabilities: Living with No Parents,
Inferior Education and Work

The above comiderstiom mean thae these & no simple way 1o come up with & sngle
“nght" estinate on the sumber of chid domestic wockers in Harti. The best we can
devive o i 0 consider the combinanon of vulnenbiites tha vogether males & Ukely
that a chid should be coraidered a child domestic wocker. To do 30, we huve fist 10
conmider the dmnbusion of the basic vulnerabiinies,

Of the 1ozal of 2,1 mibon chaldoen aged five 10 17, 19 percent, or 401 000 kve in
housebolds with seaher mother nor facher peesere (Table 1)
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School anendesce o asersed bere theough comidening envolmers aad ¥ carolied,

whethes the chid is 2 the wmage thar he or she be accceding to age. Ako-

preder, 61 percent or 1 290 000 of the chddren aged five %o 17 have eaher never i

tended, ace not carsertly enrolied or s behind their age group at school Ar eardy

r&ﬁhmhﬂﬁdmm%ncﬂwmd&uioﬁ
having never envolled, falliag behind, and doog-ou (Table 2).

Totie 2 Ereoiment: of crikciron by age (peseent ang 1000y

i I L L e e T —————

- ool g
Feved 300 Touew WODE  Meiew 10000  Perew MO0
3 A 0 1 7 n " " " ™
(3] M e ‘ n » " " w 1
- " » . »n " AL, J . N2 1w
0w " » » a o n L) 1597
wir » n n L] w - n e 19
Tow - »s . e n b o) » ae 10 a0

Since most Hakian childres work, we bave nanked weelly workload into five s
m&wum“ﬁmwﬂﬂlkahmw
workload is quite unequally distmined, with some chidren having quice heavy loads.

¥ Nomrevrclveon aong dhuldres wnder 1o 0 noe acceusandy & sk of heevy wodbbond, a school &
ot Gommpudnery foe Chidoon under o sge of s Howesr, the fise %0 siw yese clds rhe o 3 very
el g and do ot alfocs Bhe sermbers

" In principle the grougeeg & s et ie. gronps thae each malke wp 20 percens of the distrbe

n, bee che dutrbeas canns be drvaded exactly imo much grocps becaast of the prepondéreie of
scene vakuey (b s © sl 1 o wuduod).



Tabde 3 Creidren's meedy workiond, i ageviurmete quinties of NOws aireed. By age
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Orne way 10 depict the sinmadtancows relition between residence, work and edacatios
& throwgh correspondence analyss. This suubivarisee Qualitative starseical techragqee
uamummmdcm..c.mhm
where the chacacternecs thae ane bocated close 20 cack other on the plot go together.
ﬁmmhph.ii&uhw»dwmddﬁhu&-doudn
ket work, goes together wieh the focus 00 educition, and ales actual mendunce. Pue
differerely, chdden who do the bt week v £0 2 great extemt the same a those
who focus o their education and acrsally amend school. In genersl, there s & tes
dency 100 tha small workload goes together with attending school, and few bouse-
hdddnn(wldtqndnuddupkd.'hkhdnhﬁuqﬂui
found work and noe strendarnce.

While the figure docs give sopport 1o the noton that work and school are comn
dictony activities, & i pevhaps surpeisieg thae the child's residence with or withow his
ahm“mmhmhda%m‘aw&«%‘h«m
% least two possble imerperations: fink, some children are sem away is order Lo go
o whool Secondy, Harin chiddres who live with these puserns also woek,

The above does not mean thar residence i imelevant, £ simple usderlises the face
tha several crzeria are secded in onder to iderniy the child domentic workesy, and
:um.wm;ummwmamammm.

The Number of Child Domestic Workers

H we combme the three charscresistics: residence, school and work, we find the
173 000 children, or §.2 percest of the child populisson aged five to 17 yeary can be
corsidencd child demarcx workess. Obvacsly, the fow Below-eightoess the bave
enablahod ther own howscholds are exchaded For estumunion purposes we comid-
ndtbuch&uhnm:wm»md&chnh'ﬁnw



a having 3 heavy load (the workloads & each quintide depends on age, see Tablke J3).
1f we make the work orseria more stongens, sad comsider only the two wpper qun-
tdes of workload, we aevive at a figere of 124 000 or 5.9 pescern.
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Fgurn 2 Conmpanamncs aalyus of sOsa00n. woriiond Wl co-mmedence of chiaren and parerts
Tty yymbol sigiies & trpe of sciity. or sraiytonl varsiie)

The variows incermacional comventions thar penain to child bbow wee different
age Emats, in pestioular leas thus 15 and less than 14, These are 134 000 child domes-
tic workens less than 15 yean of age (7.7 percest of the population 5-14) sad 115000
(73 percent) chid domestic wodkers less than 14 yeass of age. These estmases 100

How do these figures compuse o previows eitumuesons of the sumber of chid
domestic workers i Hati? In general, moss estimases fall i the region of 300 o 200
thowand chideen.
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Dostlen's 1982 estimare (Doriben 1990), while Jower thas the othens, may in some

wiys be comadered 2 high The vacisble that wan used for his estimation was simply
hmd&aquﬂﬂmhid_ﬁ.u cﬂbnhﬁ&
bousehold apan from ows chldeen and grandcddden. Ths, & b more or e the
same varable s we in HLCS find chae give very low sumbers, This most lely
mears that the pecpensity 1o repon domestics has deckned since 1982, If dhes s
noe the cane, there would hawe boen a buge sduction in domestics duning the ke 20
yean,

A complication in the won of the figares, and indeed of the e
mm.auuzma.waumnz:.u
{and by extenson chid) popdation in Hati s not well known, and che HLCS does
pive lower estimanes than some other sources, While we have adjusted the HLCS
etzmae to be comsmtert wieh the US Burcau of the ceraus extimate of the populs
tioa, there s comsiderable room for vacemaimty, For example, if the curvenc THSI
progction of the populstion s wed & baiis for the extimataca, then the sussber of
child domestic worken would be around 204 000,



Characteristics of Child Domestic Workers: Distri-
bution, Gender and Age

(s gencnal child domsest wodkers are found all over Hun (Figuee 3) The differng
dezazy of chidd domentx workers dSown on the map o some ewern meflecss the
populstion deasities of the vanous depanmeats, la particuler, child domestc wodk:
ers are foued & Anibonte, Noed, 2nd Owen.

Fpre 3 Datrtauton of chikd domensic worten in Mty One dot conmpona %0 100 chikdren

In general, the chdd domestics are propomonally repeesenied is rural and whas o
e, with sbowt 73 percent bving in reral arean, If convidenng the proporsion of child
domewsics of the socad child population in whban and rural aress, the percernages are
aboat the same. These ace, nevertheless, some défercaces between the percentage
of the ckdd popubstion accounted for by chid domestic workens between the de-
panmenss and also berween wrban and ruml aress (Table ). Ose shodd, however,
be wary of overimerpretaticns, visce the tample s2es for some of the depantmests
are vory smsall
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abwolute numbers rather than in serms of dersity or percerzages. When we do 30, we
vee that by virtue of s lage populition, the depanment of the Ouest, which inchudes
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tion of the cheld domentic workers, A pusticelar feature of the whas domestics in
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domestic chidd workers. The percentage resembles that found in peeviows studies.
For example, Deethen (190 1) fousd 60 percemt girks in the 1982 cessun, and



UNICEF (199 %) recounns tha the differers studies presemt percentages of pirks
between &0 sad 80 pescert. To some exvere, the &fference between the dffesern
stuches may be dur 50 when or rural b, Is the HLCS, & tarms ot thae while the
wban areas bave 72 peecest girks, the rurald have 53 percent.

Tatw G Datritumon of child domestics sccoeding 1o gender and place of seskdonce ercort)
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In peseral the domentic chid workess munic the rest of the popadstion & repinds
place of bahe, and thus, the majoriy is bom in rural ssess. However, when the gen-
ders are consadesed sepueanely, femule child domestic woekers more often come from
the towrn than do other chidoen, and smale child domestic sockens come somewhas
moee ofsen from countryside than ocher childeen (Table 7).

Tabie J: FMace of Srth, chilaren aged 3 to 17
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It s dfficuk vo say clearly why this pasern appeans, especially becane 1 & difficuk 1o
say mch about the mugrmoey pamers of chid domesies. Tha = the case becase
the ocowrrence in the survey sample of child domestics who Bave moved froms their
phmdbnhnlwﬂoumiu&ddl&nhunbmmma
the household wese boen 30 their presem homes). We retum to the maue of child
domesticity and gender i the new chageer.

Tuming 30 age, the age distnbstions of she child domestic workens are stokingly
dssimedar from tha of other children (Figare 5). The ovenill age dounbuion of other
chiden shows the expected decline from young 10 high ager, while the domentx
child workers e most preponderane afver age 12,
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Tt 5 DanGamas of 0% Somstalit mirhers and viher chidom Gy age and sen. Groy bon e
A formeic workans, Slach Ines aee othwr chikaren (poetent of chaaron agea 5 50 1T wahin sagh
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This irrplics thae zany childees become domentics = the age of 12 yeans. We can bet

speculace abou the background for thes pamem. One reasoa muy be thae maay chd
deen Jeave school after huvisg completed their saeh year of education, Asother, and
perhaps complemestary mason may be than chilien ae more able 10 perform
household choces m thes age thue when they e younger,

The Demographic Dynamics of Child Domesticity

Child domeste work and childes's chasgng mriidence away from thewr pacerzal
www»mmuwmwmum
oproemt of 2 sockty. A somewhat pamadoscal putters it revealed when household
swe o comdesed. First, 2 appean that boeh small and large housebolds receive chi
drem, and second, boch lage and seall howsebolds give away chidren. Sevesd
mechanisess explain these paticrm.

Firmt, cn the receving end, both sasll and large bouscholds muay bave 2 need for
children. The small have a noed becaue they do not have any childres thas can work.
The ege have & nead because they huve & bege need for work, and becwse - per
hags - they prefer that their ows chidren go to school
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Second, on the providag end, F e of chdden’s work b an aviet 1o howeholds,
providing howeholds sy £a8 ano the trap of noe osly gving awsy “yupde™ chil-
drens, bur also childeen tha they muy need dhemselves, Nevertbeless, both medun
and mean howchold 1es v begger for bowcholds mvolved in trameactions with
child domentic workers, Ths, the providing bouseholds give away ther “serphs™ of
chidren compared 10 the other houcholds, whie the receiving houschold obesn 2
“surpha™,

The mlaticn betwoen chdd dometicry and howmeholds size poires to the mpor
tance of femiliny for the development of the imtinusion of chid domesticny. Dunirg
the Lt 20 yean, ferliny rates have been droppeng i Haed, asd the cunees Total
Feruliey Rase (TFR) of abost 4.7 children per women is, for example, sbow one child
lower than five yeues ago. If the tread contisnes, Hui will follow other countries asd
armive 2t fesiizy levels 2t or below whae is needed for seplacemnat of the popsdation
in the bag run

The effect of reduced femiiny on the age disunbwtion of the population is already
cleardy seen (

Pmn'ﬂl&\ht prowp below five years & now sssaller chun the five 10
nne yeur growp, and wimnmhwhmm.
the 1en 1o 14 age proup. in sbout five moee years the number of chil
deen in the ten 10 14 age growp will st to become fewer than the nuamber m the
poevicss cobort, The ten 1o 14 group i, 8 we Bave seen, the age growp in which the
majorey of child domestic wordkers & found.
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Figure T Age diwtrbotion of Masl (V009

Accempuaying theie changes, the older age proups will conmtinue 1o grow in e for
wmdm-dukwydm@&niymwnthm
As people manry or move sogether, the comsegquence will be maay new
and porsumably a2 incremed demand for child domestic wocken,
Therelore, mauning that other facton say the same, the fature holds a reduction
in sumber of posestial domestic workers aad incresing demand. Since & appeass
thar the gender b in chadd domesticity i Hats & compuestively slght {overall 89
percent paks and 41 percent bops), the effect of mduced femilicy {om the pool of po-
tential child workers) will noc be as quick & in cournnes where these b & prefesence
for coe or the cther gender. The exception will be the porereial sapply of girks to the
towrs, since child domestics in towmns are girks.

Whik the long term effect of these wends peobably will be thae the imponance of
chid domesticky sad other forms of fomerage are liely 1o be rediced, de shon
terms effocts of the next five to tem yean e not 90 clear, Since the demand for chik
dren is likely %o incresse, ooe would expect prices, or cots iavelved abio 10 increse,
Le. that errplonens will have to offer children something n srtum for service, Thas
may in verm enher completely or panially compensase for the reduction i the pool of
potential wodkers by keading 1o & higher pescernage of the chidren beang tumed ano
domentsca.



4 Living and Working Conditions of Child
Domestic Workers

Tore Sommerfolt. Anve Hatioy & Jon Podersen

Ths chapeer msesses the living and working conditom of child domestics. It i
chudes dercriptiont of their workloads and ypes of sctivitien, educational sitwtion,
dmo&c.mw&.“hm&cquﬁnn.ﬁm.
md dothing, Findisgs on child domestic workens are compuend with fndegs ca
nor-child domestic worken throughow the texs, and the urban-rural dmeasion asd
gender make addmional comparsme anes.

We also descrbe expenences of lives s domestc worken, & recorded durng our
qualzeive Dieldwodk Lanerang 10 presest sad former child domestc wodkers teling
shosa ther Sves, and obeerviag them while they do so, pives 2 complex image of
experences of domesticry. Descnptions mage from hardship sad abuwse; via conr
temtmeet; to anages of chidhoods not déerere from those depacted by children who
live with their pacears, Many stones from children seflect the image of child domes-
tics & wnderprivikeged, = pu or 2 full

Gemng access o childrea's experences methodological peobleses of 2
-wum»wm%-.uamﬁ
some of these children cannot gramm themselves, [n these cases, which especully are
Lzshed 10 caes m whach comtact with parers has been Seolen, or ondy takes place ca
an ivegulr basis, chibdren veem %0 comfor themucives with “foeling good”. Wih
time, messones of childhood abo unge. Accousmt from former domeuxs who
recomtract their expenences do tha sot represert disect testimonicn,

A the same tume, chiden's seprescatations of their staations grve stahes %o their
bved experwnce, especially when the srpersentations are combaned with mformation
fmmdmwnnMMdhwthprMM
rowzines and the ways in whch they rebee to other housebold messbens. Accousts
from childeen aad cbservanons of thems ia their presess bomes also Sustrme the
varation iying behind figures and sumben, or put differeatly, they show the mudts.
rude of Sving armngements tha generste the socil passerss depacted by way of s1a-
ttxcal anabysis.



Working and Living Conditions

Belore ssessing parers in working activities, living conditions, and expenences of
them, we reproduce the moey of 2 yourg boy in Port-as Prince. Akxandre 1old »
abowr b pest e s » child domenic, and the hardships be Bad been theough, His
story abo dhusrrmes & pamern of contizual changes of bomes.

Aexandw & abos 12 old, ongamally from 2 village i the North Eaut. Has
pmdﬁ&ahh?&wmmo&%hﬁm&'“h

After ha grandmother's Alcxande moved to ba uncle {mother's
brother). After some time, Alexandre’s wncle gov muened, and had o
tens #ad ose 30 by ha wile. The three chikiren all atteadod school when
reached the proper age, bux Alexaadre did pot. He cooe ssked his wncle 1o
hies 10 school, but ha wscle sefused, agumg tha:

You bave to work. You wall [have 10] carm moncy 1o puy foe your
schoobng (Se pov ale sy W & Loan pow poye Sl o).

Alexandre vells thae whie with his uncle, he camed water, broughs the cartle 10
the wet 10 the markes, and had some other taks 23 well

&mhh%uh&whiwh*saﬁmhl&w
besen and makoeated (“maltead’) for the smallest thirg. The uscle's wafe would
complain %o her hubasd, who in tem wosld bear Alexandie “some more™, On
o0t occasion, hes wnck bew ban 1o 2 wheee o neghbour imervenad Al
exandm quooes ha neghbour, wio said thar

This boy was kving weh you before wide. You kove your wide much
M&uh | goon av & ok amﬁnh O o et faress e
pae

Akxandre sell that the uncle and his wfe boughn things for their chil-
mamt«mmwn&wﬁuy.mn

Faced with these condmions and the makroatmens, Alexsadme explun,
aded wmmfdnﬁvvﬂhp&!ﬂuh Hazen. Ar ths
time, Alexandre aho 13y the be wanted %0 go to hin = order to go

10 school When be got 10 Hustien, however, Alexandre could sor locate

Laer, 2 of his cane 1o the , and Alexandre de-
caded wpmrmth:‘m howse. The . & tother of
. im in Ber bowse, as thangs were hard
od b 10 Postao Prance, o
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Alexanche sells thae 2is tmka in hin déferent homes conmmed of camytng water, tead
ing asirals, runsing ermands, canng for chideen, and cleasing, Fabienne explains tha
she wed to clean, wash clothes, sad cook, bat thae she alio focused on her educn

W bolow the cane of Fabuevw and Rosels o 1 ae chapeer,



tion. The other boy who says in Fabicanes houschold works in the preden, asd a5
sats Mee Rosefa with seling parden prodiaces in the market place.

Or HLCS- resuks show that chid dosestics 10 a lager exten than other chidsen
take pan i all activities, except from g on their own education. There & no
sctivity that i caemied ow exchmively by chid x worken (Figare £

Farthermore, we find that chid domestics’ activities vary moee betwoen boys and
g, thes between whan and ol aveas (Table 8). There are no signicant diffes
coces i activities reported for the child domentic wodkers the Lt year and e Lt
week (Table § asd Table 9). Washing clodhes and peeparieg food & mose often the
task of the girl than the boy domestx (and very few boy domestics wash the cloehes
of ochens). Tendieg 10 anmrab and pamicipming i agriculae are nusal activies
mosely performsed by by,
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The tables show that 10 2 cemain extem, the gender distrbuion among child domes-
s refleces the opanation of work in moee peacral serms. Womsen and girks thes
domunate in the activities that are the most closely associed with howsebold work



(ke wasking choches and preparing focd). Az the same time, & & impoman %0 point
mhhMMdMiMw*MM&m

dm:lndumdmtheuﬁinmmcbdywwou&‘mp
der thag in the whan seex.

The pactem that sppean when stadying activities in this musner this gives an -
take 1o asulyse the gender dintnbution amocg chid domestics in wrban and nual 4
ex. One may mecall from Chagees 3 thee we found an ovensll pescenage of 53 pee
cest pirls and 41 percernt bop, bez that the distnbution vanes is 3 moee
wyduloa&gsuhnmmsp«l‘dy.%mgj«bmﬁnpnpmd
the domesics, and boys 28 pemcere. The gender distrbution in resd arras, on the
other hasd, i moee every, with 53 percesr ks and 47 percers boyx.

Now, the patiem of boy engaging in agricebiese and arsmal rending may
c@hhfmhhgo&r%hmﬁmmimﬂmm
urban areas, Agrculiure asd scimal seading e el actavities, sed the “need” for
boys’ wssistaesce in this field i hence gremer in the rural amva. Gommespondingly per-
baps, theer i 2 marked difference between boys in the rund and wrban ares wath e
wpect 10 engagieg in chidcase: Boys in the ruml area do 1ot 50 the same extent u
Mhhmhmmm&rdﬂmmmun&mm with sespect to
sweeping and washing flooes: Fewer bow in she nural asea thas i the urbas aoea are
reported & cagapng in this tack, 1n the wban aress, op the other hand, the “seed”
foe msintance %0 tasks assocued with boy domertics (e animal eading and agricd-
ware) s very bow. In tum, thin copmbunes 10 explaining why gich owzumber bows

e,

Though chid domestics gemerally focus less o2 education than odher childres, we
find that in che wban areas, meee girl than boy domestics & reponed s focusing on
eduwcarion. This = a panadox, s the overall figures (e, sgardiess of urban-runl
stana) show that girl domestics work more than the bow, We will retusm 1o the Bsue
of edwancn below. Reparding workload, it derives foom the defingion of chid do-
mestxcs the they work more than other children & the same age growp. Akbough the
number of howrs worked bst week wan this wed in the defisiznn of e child do
?mnmmwmdm«mwum&a&
1C).
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As can be won from Table 10, female child domestic worken work moee thas male.
Funheaneoce, the madan of hours worked st week b profoundly lugher among
chid domestics than nos child domentics. As menticaed, this 2 puntly releed 1o the
defimtion wed 1o estimme the exser of child domesticax

In swm, » man characwermic of child domestics i thas they panticipase n all week
sctivities in the housebold, and tha education & the cnly anivity in which they en-
gage less thas other chideen,

Education

Educaticaal level was used a5 one of the cmena for defiming child domestic warkers,
and the enrckmem o amoag child domertxs o therefore lower thas amoag other
chideen. Neverheless, there are déferences within the growp of chid domestics,
Figux 9 shows that there b a differesce betwoen the female and mule chid domenic
worken, For the boy, the enrolmers rate incovases by age all the way up to 17 yean,
whereas for the gid domesucs, the ensolimest rue decreases foem the age of 14,
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However, overall escolimest i noe moch differeon between male snd fenule domestic
child worken, erher in wban o rural scoss,

A companscn Between children bving wih and withour thewr parents and child
domestic workers & abio mspoctare. As & is pan of the defintion, child domestic
workers score lowest oo ersolment. AL the same time, however, athe children who
kve away from their parents (ie. who are ot idestified 2 chidd domestic workers),
Save higher and bener enroleers than chilires who bve with their pareses (Tabie
1)



Fatdo V1. Ervobwast Ly reskdonce with Serents M < Gmeshe worker tamn

Mo bt N ey
Nt A st o N QUM w e | iy whh parerny
Rrvew stronced wrow w » ‘e
L s Radac ‘ " L}
e el Lk e ) o o 4
e e o wamvens oo v age " L1
. S0 ‘oo e
e A R LY 1 me Cr LT

Thas petiern lends coedence to the parenny” comemmion that chddsen are sometimes
vent away 10 envure their edacation. The nos-child domerics who live away from
therr parerts who ase identifind bere a3 having bigher and berter essedmest than chil
dren who lve with their parents may be living & asrangements of “paid boand”, s
descebed in Chapeer 2.

In pum, the combeueion of heavier wodkioad aud bower enrolment cotesieses to
the amage of child domestic wedkers a1 2 vulerable group. Witk the grosp of child
domestics, it s dificadt to detromine the effects of gick' hravier workload on their
educiicaal sauwion and prospects, patcubicly because we find that wban girks fo-
o more on therr education than the ccher categodies of child domersics,

Clothing. Hours of Sieep. Health and Parental Contact

Tumisg o other indcaton of living conditions, we find that in urban sess, chidsen
who are nex chldd domesties emcerve new clothes more often than chid domestic
workers,
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This paesern wupports a generally beld notivn sbowt child domesrxs. Ofien, chid
domentic workens take over the clothes of other chidern in the howehold, or they
receive second band clothes from ocher sources.

The hewver wodkdoad of child domessc workers compared 1o son<hild domes-
11 @ sot reflected i their reported houn of slecp per nghe (Table 1), Amoog we
bea prd domestics, however, thear # & shght differeace compared to ogher chdd do-
mestxcs and noa-child domestxes.

Tatde 13 Moan nowr of weep per e
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It & difficult 10 explan the &fference m hown of skeep amecag the whus gl domes.
wcs. It trve thae they work more than their male cousterpans (in wban swar), b
they do noe work consaderably mose than gird domestics in the rurd asea. Arthe same
sime, the differmnce in hosm of sleep is 30 moderate tha & & impossble to make

D on acwee llness or mpnes denng e past two weeks woee coliecred in the
workers i penersl were peported 3 having abous the same amosm of mjenes aad
scate dness ws ocher chiddren. It & difficelt o evalume these dua, but there is no
child domestic workers, & questions were posad with seference 1o &l chidoen i the
howebold, repacdiens of thewr stavus.

Nemw, we tors 10 purestal cornace. Moot of the chidres who Sve in domestciy
have parents who are sl alive, and the mgorey of these childres stay s towch wah
their parents. There s 3 sgnifican difference between whan and raral chid domes-
txy in termm of actual wnats from pareres {estimated oo the baso of visits but year).
Fewer rural child domeostics are vissed by parenss than chid domestics who lve in
the urban areas. Amosg the whve and rusl girks, about 40 percest were not visited
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Tnabdiny to aflord traaspon coss say be a bamier for parests so vt their children.
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Sgnduanly, depending en residence and gender, 30 to 40 perens of the child
wwmmmaa&.nw.w»mw
their pasents, or that they may do so (Table 18], Ths muy indicate that the remaiing
60 10 70 perceme expect 10 sty with their currest careeakers, or other caretaben, ureil
Mumdycomupdnirmbmb&.wpmﬂhwbm
thllhmhbulbmth«"hdpumimhvrupc&dc&mm
wmm.uwuwmmmaw
Aeas 10 & greater exters than wrbue domestics may setumn to their parerts, i spite of
*haduhywahnt&vwdulkbmbmmmvﬂdbyt&it
paroats,

For Alexandse (sbowe), bivi hﬁemhwamm&nmvih
mmuuhﬂmmmummmm
Mbmm.%mdhhm.u&ahwody
veidom express the they would smther go back 10 thelr crgnal bome, or five eke
MM‘f&Mncmaﬁmdﬂ‘Muﬂ»q&i&



Oxher children, even shose lving wnder difficul ciscumetances, would avoid the -
sue, in puet abo because moving wie not an option. The HLCS. resuls thae 60 50 70
percent of childres 2w not expected %0 retums to their parents may Ao be a reflec-
tion of this parmern.

Children who 1ell sbowe difficsh circumstances during says winh famidies wswally
focus cn the ssue of being beaten and punished in vacsow saps. By punsheem in
this coment, they abo refer to scolding, being pet %o tatks they do not ware to per
form, or thas they find repelsive. Moseover, & 5 most basically a feekng of not being
a member of an emsotonal commusaty in the famdy. Tha b to sy that even though
u}mdﬂ&!nn(wd)thhﬂym&o&wuwbym‘}umm
of beirg bewmen sy be different when whe child feels e an oumsider. Tha “fecking
of not being member of 3 community” i a vague aotion 0 the sere thae & s peacer
cally smpossible 10 capoure by way of sking stndedsed questions. In many cases,
chidmen should not be mkod vach questions = 2l

In the HLCS, we shed women loted & caceahers n each houschold about the
methods of punsbment of exch chidd In the andysn, we checked pusishmers
mechod for the children's sex (geoder) and accoeding 1o whedher they are chusified as
chid domestc wockers or 2ot The results show only small &fferences, t00 small to0
be significans (Figere 1) Regoned penishment method “last week™ showed the
same 1endency (Table 15).

0% WS BN BN “S “S .\ NS BN uN

Figure 10 Srported methods of puratrment of chicrm by sex and COW satn
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As can be seen from the percoatages bimed foe the pusahmens methods “hit with
objeu'md‘a-d'-.oabnf.mbdo-ummnhﬂnbnmqm
MM&MN&MWJHM»mhimb
difficult to obeazs informamion about diferences in punishmene by way of standard-
sed questiont, ax in the HLCS questioanaie.

Asither expression of the feekng of exchaion from the comausay of the howe
WMM.dembmmikkdmmﬁ;
Children muy thia noe ez with dhe fandy, and occasionally, sot ear a & table, bust are
given a ploe after the other fandy members have emen, or they simply e in anocher
phace. [n a semc, childra who memion lack of commensality oftes sepresess # a
ssother form of pusishmen.

Sleepng facilaier o 2 relued ssue. There are significam diffesences betwees wr
ban aad rural areas is weewrs of sheeping faciinies (Table 16, The eable i ranged from
bemer 1o poorer facilaies). [n rurl aress, every second child sleeps ca o mun, whereas
sleepeng in a shared bed is the moet common in whun aseas. o urban seas there is a
clear vendency that non-child domesc workers have bemer g fac s than
cheld doenerexcs. In raral areas, however, thete diferences ae et found.
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Moreover, urban-runal affiiion sad geader appear 3 important dmesmicas whee
descnbung differences smong chid domestics. We reowrn 1o the ssue of goader be-
ow, whes we daces chidren's ntozalasions of their cxpenicaces.

Composite images: Rationalising Experience

Alexsedee and Fabienac's stones presented = the opening of thas chupter are differ.
ear, and dhustrae diffevern aspects of the Figeres we have presered. Children's rep-
seicstations aho give an istake 10 the ways in which dhey muicnalise their Me simuar
woas, In this sbsection, we focus o child domestica’ eticnalastions of wome
sapecns of thewr kves, s these became apparens dunng our dscussions with them,

Conditions in the Past - Conditions in the Present

When tallang about ther perieat Ble sausticas, and the background foe huvasg been
rased in sew bomes, children who live in domeskiny often focus on the difucuk
stuason n ther cogrul homes. By dousg 5o, dhey imply thae thewr parests could nos
cane for thems, and sometimes, they sy so explicaly. Occamiomally, they amply the
they wre better off now than they would have been & they had stayed in their

botmes, and i tome caoes, that they bave been “helped” by thewr new .
Most of these stemenss and explnstions reflect an mplcr compansca of the ms-
teriad condtions in ther ongnal and peesern homes respectively. Significasly, sech
comparsons are based on refesrnces to “the pat”, aod cert ca a percepricn the



the condizonm dofon or in adher Bomes andier; were wome thin the conditions under
which they cumemly live, in cne respect or ancdher.

M%mh&kﬁﬁqd&ic&p«itmhmﬁuw
the fact that she bad been nised in a new home by referring 10 her msother's inablity
1o care for her. She abio explained that an uscle puys her ssner's a her
mceher canmon affioed school fees. This does aot necetsanily mean that she docs nox
mass hee relatives, or people in ber ongisal home, Rather, it indicates that e draws
amention to the postive sspects of ber cunmens seation. 1a mom goseral teems, chi
dwwbhhdm:ﬁiydwnwmwmuhmththw
i ciacher, = the compurative busia for dewcrbing their peesert bving condiions,
mmm«u«-»m-umammumm
sers homes. Thas i 3 way in whick 10 come 1o sorms with their experionces. Note
that in Fabionne's case, the other children who bve 2 her cuneat howseholds are &
the same stustion a berelf,

Occasioaally, chidren complemem descrpiaca of their parerss’ inability to cam
for them with presernamions of thes prevem opponusities , Bhe schoolirg, or ther
ndwdwdww.l\;iiwmiumdndrvhnd’ tha she was
ranked s the best in her clios s the end of the bus school year, She inferved this facy
when talking abour the lack of vanits from her mother “She doriat even know sy
thisg abowt my performance in school™,

A comparson often mfermd by chibdres in domersiciy, which & selwed 10 the
compuricn of the masenal condtioss i their ongisal and peesert home, is con-
sected with shew ks ie their povscnt howseholds. The gird mersioned above, whose
monher was 2t up 10 date on her performance o chool, had eardier Eved is domes-
teity i 2 differers home. Now, she explained, she & benier off, nct simply because
ohi&iqﬂhxbwlhmhub-&hmiu&r.shw
éeldwmh\hﬂhduhmndndmty&y.*mm.shm
posts waner, sod perfonst “ordimary housework”. By the same 10ken, childsers ex-
peessions of dacormeas oftem centre on the choeey that aee, or have been, dermanded
dtmembahwb&vuplemmﬁgwbm
&mﬂmilm:hi.“mq&d-«nmibudhbp&
M%MMW::W&M&&&
w&h&wﬂ&uh&m%mbmnmﬁ
hm.hmmummmmuo«.wmm
bonger; that they have had excessive workloads, bur thar they ase “fair” sow, the
memwﬂh.hhﬁmmnmw
MﬂMM&MM&Mﬂmwﬁn@nwd&
lfenh-ku-hnt&ymiw(au-mudu)apudm



Mmmdmnhdtmdwmmuchi&mbm
evalume thew expenences by wiys 1 which they ace emed with thone
of other chideen in their %m it it seldom expressed € 2 s 2
source of presest dscoment. When expesssed, this cougueson s wualy applied 10
describe 2 tage :n the past. Once again, Alexasdre & a care in poest: To clucdate the
hardihigs he had been going sheough, be nferved the fact thar the other childeen in
ha uncle's bouschold wese bought sew thing, whereas be never moceived anythisg,
In other woech, his uncle did noe care for him, Sigaificanrly, Alexandre &d not live
with his uncle, bt in the sweers of Porran Prisce o the time we were nlkicg wih
ki,

from Vagabondg 1o “Serous”

A view ofuen N our Convervanons with boys Bving in domestx sen
wice, and evenng school, wis that the move (rom ther ongaal bows had
vemed them from “vagahonds™ without “dicipine™, who simply used 10 “do noth-
ng”, or “wumply play”, and o moee “capable™ individuaki, who can sead and wre.
When they portray their cxatence @ tha mazner, they represest thermedves 2 miore
“serous” now than earlier, For the large pare, ths purern of self-sepresentation can
be accredied 1o the fact thae dhey huve gone from diterste 1o lerates (according ro
thewr oam terms), To 2 certain extest, in cases when the boys in questicn wew szend
ing school when they lived with they onginal familes oo, they abio refer 10 that they
hmhuwmhmmb&ndh&yhmbmd*
they see s a “pooper Be”, Wﬁc’mthcoumsw«lbylwnq
French {or a few wosds in French), which they signad in ther convenation wieh

or umply, thtbybnmdhywwhmqﬁhdﬂth
vors of Bvng is 2 bowe s 10w, lie saling beds, sevting tables, coc ). Usally, dhey
repeesent this as 4 costrmt 10 their former bves

Parcats often echo th view when they talk about why ey sent a chid awary, or
when descobing the conuequences of mlocation in ther chidrens bebaviour, Ia
these cases, they prisurdy relie “vagabondae™ 1o the luck of formad edacation, o
the one baad, and lack of “dacplne™, on the other, We shall srtum 10 pusests’ mo-
tivations, explaations, and erionaksion in » bees secoon. [n this contexy, we give
senmaries of two scccunes from boys in eveniang schoal thae shows s pattem of

we¥-reprevernation.

M‘y-mu ltmxu_l m the
mtmdthvfndl. living wuh hs
mum».mmmutm«ﬂ hatuself, wihow the gad-
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old When we
,xe”f-ﬂyh

school. Fanhan s 13

ML'RI s e £ e
g for a child, and when Fanfaa's mother

We mees Fandan & the same
ulhmhovh‘nmmc

Fandan

Farfan, who kfs bis parents & the age of som, wsed 10 amend wchool before he moved
o well Me sl defines bs former e o thae of & “vagatond™



mency, for Fasfan to engoy himack, but he sefiaes 10 accept the, becacse be
their sraation: aw not wery good in our home™ (Ls kay pe om

kaawn
o sbout the mistionsbip to the people in his present home.
:&M:wn :Mﬁ:?:mv@l:dmb*t.lm

Fanfan sleer ha tramszion from “vagsbondume™ 1o the fact thae he goes 10 school
regelarty, and secondly, %o his ifenyle m mom sermes The face that be has
tasks and & “bebuving well™, i be puns 1. The wpects refer 10 concepus of a
more udormal formeicn of “mansen”, and what boys often represent @ “aoquinng
new habws”, “beiag well- mannered™, -d“hdn;mmrllm"ﬁ

These potioas, and their inversion m “vagaboadisme™, suggest ideals among some
yourg bows livisg o towrs, M&owawyhdndutmnmu‘mw
sgoak ceran skl In em, such adeak shape children's expenence of their lves
chdd domestics, Finally, the notions may be imerpeered a5 2 “survival sumegy”
amoog oy in domericaty, thee @ to sy, 3 way in which 10 patidy and come 10 senma
with the changes tha have taken place i their lives, and, in some cases, perbaps eves
the dociplisary acts thae adulls o thee sew homes subgct them o,

Children’s Responses

Childeen's rsocalsstions represent i in which o reipoad 10 ther ke spsatioans.
Boch boys and pirls eefer to their pasermy’ Gifficud social aad economic musion
when taling abou the face thae they bave been placed i new homes, In the case of
young boys, rtsosalnatioss often, sad in sddmion, cestee 0n 3 perceved trstion
from “vagabond™ 10 “serious indimidual”. On the ogher hand, we mever beaed girk
mierring “vagaboodiee” in » serulie munner. Tha & in pant related vo raduinoal
adeals in the behavicuns of pirk and bow, or in their role expectation. Gender roles
thus shape the wans in which childeen's activiies are ceganmed, aod gils” snd boys'
rexpective roapoces 1o them, The waw in which expectationa of chiden are stuped
by ther gender may abo indicae tha girk have fewer posshilties of opposing living

* Quise sseretingly, dus dcoune oo “vagsboademe”, aod the wleak thae wndedie a, can b secog-
maed i aurdy soconsns of ndeny’ dvrons (e lepalaciond) agama prassess’ ssutancs 1o wage bbouw
o plaraations and apiren peseed lismens sonng red pessants. Soe Ve (197,



=d working cosdiion the they find difficeh ! In this comext, 2 i imporast 10
keep in mind that girk make wp the majoety of Add docsersics in Haiti, and thee
they, on as average, work more thas the boys.

Children in domesmicity are faced with differcmt conditions, given difesere
oppomunities, and respoad i Effervse ways. Chungieg boere, e locking for new
places 20 ttay, B a oosponse 10 discontest. Ovhery do mot veem 10 have this
opportuziny, ad becose subsedinucd. Astending school s highly vahuted amoeg
child domestas, not caly because &t provides formal qualifications, but also because 1
provides preways o working lde, contacts, and friends. Childrea who ae gves
condiions they see as far tak sbout ther expericaces accondingly 1a sach cases,
foermer chid domestcs who have mached adulthood represent their childhoods = &
didfereae bight, and focuing on the oppomunies ey had with the ones they
would have had of they bad saned with their originad pasents.

Children's sespoates vo the condinion under which they bve thas panly abo re
flect the conditions under which they came inro domenticity, This i coe of the foci
of the nexx chaprer,

» This mury ades Ye of depanian for subyung the large pregroederance of
éﬂn?&ﬁ;:uWMMIw‘::ﬁinh'dm:

&memwdm-mpmﬁh



5 The Social Context: Households, Kinship
and Social Inequality

Torne Sommedfon, Jon Pedoren & Anrs Hatioy

In the present chaptes, we assens the social smd cconomx cocteres of child domentc
kabour. The analyen @ based oo 3 combnmion of quumzave and qualinaiive find-
ngs, and focuses oa evaluason and motivanoss arsong orgnal fassbes and peesern
carceakers. Chamscterntics of chadd domentc worken” backgrounds fther ongmal
familes when approprane), and of the bowseholds in which they Eve, ae also as-
seised. Faully, we andyse e relisorshps betwees onginad fandier and peesent
carvtakers in terwes of krnhip and social inoquality, The =m & 2 better undersianding
of bow panerss and vanusors i chiden's recrumment snd labour, and s ressem
of chidren, are geeersted.

Fiar, bowever, we descrbe the recrutment of chadd domestics, and “implcn
agroemene” betwoen onginal famiies and new geardian,

Recruitment and the Implicit "Agreement”

Children enter imo mlatioshigs of domesticey after moviag from thew ongial
bewme, snd abo following theyr parerns’ dewds and/ or magration. 1n the later cases, #
woes maleadng 20 refer 10 chidmn's "merurment”, 3 what 1akes place & raher
than the relstionships berween the child and other howsehold memshers become or
evolve o relaticns of domenxcaty.

In cases nvolvieg children's relocanon, which = the man focus of the peesemt
tecton, recretment to domentx wervice manly takes place through aformal con-
sacws. Children move 10 new homes following their famaly’s search (or explosmion)
among poterewl meceivers, or, the potertial new caoetaker or exployer ke arcund
for a child, or approaches famidy members of a chdd dwecely, I5 & often a combine
ion of these two peocesses thar take place when a cheld & thus recrused 10 domenx
servce ~ the giver and recever find each acher, 10 to spesk.



Relmiomhige of kimbp (nchudng podparershbood and tien crested by aad
through mamage), fricadihip, or simply vague acquaimrance ae followed as paths 10
find & chid or 1w Jocate a recerver. Madker places vendors abo look for children
amoag their casomens. Parerss who caanct bocate & bowehold the will accommo-
dace their child, and people searching for a child but unable %o find 2 boy or girl, in-
vestigee smong kan, fnends, colleaguer, oc acqaaistancer. The Leser hence ke ca
the roke of informal nuddiemen, as they kocane a child or recerver when those directly
isvodved cannot. [n these caes, e childes may move 10 “siragen”, which & the
:::udbym&uuhnw&mmnhm«ahmdmw

00 pooe

The acveal , sad what it is w, or should, comsain, is ofsen implicr, ie.
2 n 2ot dacuised oc in detacl As mertoned, pacres seem 10 hope tha
the chid will be envolled to school, 2 3 positive side effecs of the stay, bet do not
always dscuss this wik the sew guardua(s) explicaly. Tha does not apply 1o cases of
boarding, 1. when the child i sent w a famdy in order to mmend a specied school,
and the paserrs compensane the sew paardisn economically for howsing the child, &
bese, the education of the child forms the core of the amangement. In yet other
caues, onginal familes pose education @ a precondicion for the stay, yet srakising that
the cheldoen will work when not is school. As will be shown below, mepeesentacives
of ongnal familes occanionally sancticn the guardians by saking the children back
bome when discovering tha the promise has Dot been kepe

mnmd&wabushw&umbnﬁmuhp
e’ saticns and thoughts pece 10 sendieg the child sway. [n cases of cnss tha
WE CATM ACTORS, AL, Mmcw:hadnumdwuﬂ&um
they could ot suppont them, parests conveyed the mnpression thar they wese in no
postaon 10 powe any demsands pgarding how thewr children were 10 be teated, bat
should racher express grasinude 1o the new guardiaas for supponing their child

Oxcasionally, children instiae their moves 10 new families themselves, and offer
ther servicen, and aee thus well aware that the stay wall eond domentic work. Such
autances montly appeared m cmes when the chids home had boen dimolved 2 &
resclt of paserns” desch, or whea other croumtinces had made the stuation in their
akeady having been imoduced vo domesic service, searching for new employ
en/paardiass. Chddeen thus try to charge crmployes/paardan when they are 2
sreated o ushappy sbost their cunee ssation, and 1y 5o impeove 2 by finding an
other, germler gusedan.

Below, we pive sn example of the secramment of 3 chdd. The case ot only shows
bow the armrgement came abot, bt abo Row 2 was negotiseed and orgassed.
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Joune aboun two years wigk Ketthioe in Por-as Prince. Ketibine liver
m-nﬁ’wwamhmmm.mu»w

10 the case of Joaine, the verms of the child's placemen: was discussed with the new
guwckan, and when broken, the chid was takes back bome. The comene of ar
nngements u sot dways specfied by paerts o new carakens in ths masser, and
sew caretalorrs arr not alwis sanctoned when breaking the cosdison sgreed wpon.
in the case of Jean Lec's childmn discussed carlier, Jeas Luc did noe make any conds
voes for Ba two daughnens” placemest with Samilios in Porae Price. Jean Loc ex-
planod tha i the new casetahens had the means, they would kave sere his childeen 10
school Jeas Lae bad placed his children i new homes bocase be could st coves
dﬁhﬁn&.hoﬂy“&a&b‘bt&g&cm,hﬁm.uim&i.
and relased vo the provision of food and cloches Sor the children. The degee, of lack,

of spocixcation of the tenms of placemest of chikires vhes reflects the backgrouad
for wity the childeen e sent to new homes in the fine place.

Inaications of Midalomen operating as Recruiters
Mww&hh%mpmmlhmhdf«m
ch-tfw(h‘i:u-dnnd' !: Mmﬁn%mmdwmd n
Acconding v them, vach 2 middlensan is referred 20 a5 & “kowye”, and = 2
recem phenomenon in recrunssen of chddeen, though not frequent. ‘The tem baew
Benlly means s “imermedary”, or “promoter”. Such an srenmoediary (3nd the semn
kot s codinarily employed in relation to seevanty, ie, they ase the mermediaries
who merui maids oe servares, ie. remuncrmed help (“bonmes™). It is 30 accepred and
orpasised, yet informal, practice. Uswally, etmployen: pay tho middleman when he/she
recruts & sevant {eg, about ten Hatian dollaey, ie. %0 Gowdes), and additionally,
the secvaan pays & purt of b/ her fivt salary 10 the kaew {they beld that s ondisary
acroust was tew Flaan dollass),

Now, however, vech iatermedianes are alio emerging in the search for domsesics,
according 10 the resowece pesoancd in the school. A ko who thes recrats a child
domestk i remusersted by the recaving fasily, for imtance by ten Hoitias dolles
(1e- 5O Gonrdes), bt the child does noe bim or hemelf pay the ko (s in the case
of sevvams), ws the child's work it not remenersed. Hesce, the paymers oy con:
sists of the receiving family's commbution. A euddleman & alwaw hived by the re-
cervers, but may well be & fnend or whewve of the ceiginal fanidy. The resowrce
pervonne] added that the baeym ace often wosen.



Acceoding to the resource persosa, the “need” for these maddlemen i the feld of
doenetics & a ek of 3 common complains among receiving famdies, thar = s diffe
¢¢w“g«podchﬂhuben&n' Thereloee, potertiad employen/ meeven hue

and pay suddlemen 10 find “good/well bebaved™ childre=. Thin & not necessanly
connecwed with possible incoeases in demand for chid domestx wodkers in the fw
twe, ot dacused i Chageer 3. Though the appeazance of auddlemen i 2 possible
adapration o this, & may abo simply axpress behaviounl ideals abow chid domes-
1 amorng potentil crmployers. This, 2 murket develops for people who can help
Bowchokds fnding “well behawed” childron and who can guurantee the chikdma's

“qulcy”.

Though we have o first hand informacion of the fraguency by which such mié
dermea operate in Efferers part of Haks, B ase roguees further mvestigstion.
Recrumment of child domestics heough paid suiddlemsen s known from ocher pant
of the world, e.g. 1 Nonh Afrca (see eg. Somumedel 2001: 60 §, abo on the of.

fecrs of this practxce).

Original Households: Characteristics and Motiva-
tions

lnpmﬁm.umwmwdnweh&w‘lm
farrabes, remors or motivatosa belund sending cheddwn. Hom, we svtum o
these svaes in greacer depeh,

As mergoned carber, the domestic child wockers mimic the rest of she popukton
s eepards place of binh, Le. the muormty & bom in boucholds in the rurad aress.
Also, ooe may recall thae sbow two thirds of childron livisg withost pareats presest
in the households were acreally bom o their peesenn home. Thas, it s worth
ressnding thae for many chid domentxs, their presers homehold @ the same as deir
mwwummd hanse hodds
ﬁmmwmuMthnmmﬂ?&M‘tyu
lowing a change of hauchold affilution.

Parents” explanstins a3 to why they bave placed childien in new bomes cecre on
their own economc stuation and mcapebilay of canng for their chddeen, and on
beopes of the childres obrauieg 10me advastage dunng the say, = the foem of gov-
ting an education, learming kll, e genting contacts which may asris the childen or
themselves in the Fanure. [n many cases, parests couvey sevenl of these considens
toas at the same time.



Poverty: Resoiving Difficuit Situations

Whes parerts’ emphmie tha they see "not capable™ (e bapald 10 care for their
cﬁl&m&yuﬁrwh«mxmmwsm-pmn
Clugeer 2, 8 a caie & point. Accondizg 1o Jean Lix, he wosld never have sere ha
children to Por-au-Prince & he had been “capable™ [of suppontieg them) For him,
their placemern in sew famies wad the sohusion i a difficudt staaticn, even though
he was aware thae the chidern do not attend school. The childorn work for ther wp-
keep in the new families, and Jean Luc i freed froen these experses. M incapubiley
10 provide for theas dermved from the face S fahing did not yiekd sefficent ouper,
and tha he was the sole provider of his chideen after his fimn wifes deah and sec:
ond wife's leavieg his,

Regardag parems’ poveny, diferences n incomes between howmeholds that have
uﬂmmhhnmphdﬂtanmhmhnwh&u&dﬁm
howseholds thae gve away children have bower income than bouseholds tha bave 2ot
pivest awvay asy chikden. Thas o the cate for howehokds that have gves away chid
dren rogardless of purpose (Table 17), bux the difesence & compunnively slighe,
about 400 Gourdes asmually when bousehold mcome 1 comadered. When howchold
mcome per person i consadered, the diference becomes grester, reflecting th &
the buge howeholds tha give away chikdrea

Moee imponantly, the &fference in income becween households thr sepost 0o
chideen grven away for the purpose of bousework and those that bave gives children
away for howrwork i wbstantial (Table 15), when conndering both total income
and income per person. [n this case, e total howschold come amsong provadens of
chaldken is about ha¥ of the eceal houtchold income n cther houscholds.

Tonk 110 Meun and swiun arvnsl D00 Dousetvsd ncoese adutod for setf.cormpempion by
whethet houmetuls e gver ey thicl. coparsions of purpose (Gowese)
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Bagicaly, thewe differences thow that parenes” decaiont to place thewr children &= new
homes are coaneced with their economic simwnon®? However, poventy & not in
eaclf wullicient 2o explain why purcats chooee 1o plice thewr chidien in sew homes.
In Jean Luc's case, & man who came 2o the village asked for b dewghuer, and tha
gave Jean Lac the cpportanty o place his child. The “demuad™ for chiidren susnans
parenty” practice of placing them & new famrabes — the socad repertoure ha dooestac
xy w0 offer. Ocher facions also affecs paresss’ decisions conceming their chidmen.

Aspiring 1o Highly Treaswred Values

Parents do not always expoem a cleadly st &d Jeas Liae that they cansant cover thes
childeen’s bosic needs, bue smply iace chae they do nos bave mwans 2o send ther
chldoen 10 school, and tha they hope that the facndy with shom they have vused
the chidmen will wnd them %o whool, In coes whez moriving famdies do net send
them 5o school, parents occasionally take their child back (an example of the latter
wa thown @ the case of Joeme). Orhen try to find new fassibes, who will sead thee
child to xchool,

Hence, aox only economic crivas, bue abo parents’ wish for their childrea's educa-
tioe Jeads paresss vo place ther children. The below case makes this sbusdarely clean

1
F
k
£
&
i

Her dheee other dusghtens and two 1o are
the chidres of her ex-hustaad, from whom she divorced two moaths ago.

= Wa vt 30 the o of poverty when we bear ssses child domenticiy o mhon 10 squalisy by
qdonmdmm 0 Movachobds Ui nchale Ol doavwwsscs wnd hossehiodds tha
have plued o sew homes,
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which & diferere from a estiosalisarion in vems of
tha plcesen @ 2 sew famdy will bopefully bang

some advarcage 10 the child or &5 paeras. Foomal education & perhags the most
highly tressused vakse, or most impoctare “pullieg facsor” kading parests 1o place
thew children in domsestic service, [ a crtical pempective, one may even clam thae
the shormsem comsequence of public msstence ou the value of chidren’s formal
schoolng = that parests seck to get their children to school by any meass possble.

M Jeacne's Lot sumemess, thie she hopes that the chld wall go 1o school and lesen &
won dunng his stay, and thes eventually be able 10 amsinz ber, reflects 2 disen-

S0 i purents’

“crna™ caly. It



Tha poat & well Satraed by the fact thae, when parcats ever pose a condition foe
placement, & regards schoolng fef. section on children's secruizmen).

Formal educaion is nox the asly vahue sought by pasercs, They also refer 1o chi
cren’s chasce of Jearsing a okl e commerce, of & cauft, gesting expenence (ke
learzing to bve is a city, living i » “peeper” Bowe and learming 1o run & bousehold
of thi kind), obusning welul corexcts, or gesting 2 paid job. cane below dhus-
tses thas pomt, bt invobees Dophie, the prusdmother of Jonie, whose story of re-
cremment wan presensed earier = tha chaprer,

et of abosa 10 wing in & sl i L

4 wormua MM@. commenzy sear Jacme

Hophoe was 2 small Sved with anccher family in Jacmel She
Mmaamwm g, Sesching warer, etc.
never wers 1o school. She sy thae iz (noe sending her 1o school) was the

preaest thae this dad 30 her,
o nher

?
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¥
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B Srarves, nUDE, OF seamsiresses. Port-aw Prisce i 2 place of

- and are no such peasbiltion in the village,

Hege, then, llophie focuics on the informal training or geé (forvazary obeained
through Iving and wodking in 4 noarparereal She funher consecis =
fonnal texning o city lfe. A sisslie seiude & reflecied in paserns” dscuson about
tho qualities of schools & urban and runl aress respectively, in which whan wchook
sor oftes represerned 2 being better than theae in reral areas, The Limer sotice 8
ko rebned vo the possible contacts thae their chideen muy get from Sving in whan

7 Dhseg Sebboirh, we met youh whose pasns had placed therm xccedhag 10 the
iy, bocwne ther panres Sad sogarded S o ot of lew posadilines Sor 15 P e W



areas. Mosnover, tomms and cities are repeosersed 2 plices with bener posnibiizien
for vuccess than runl comsmurtics (on thas issue, see also UNICEF 199): 43),

Ancther ssve relaed to purests’ notioms of “iformal trening” asd the possible
positive effocts of chilkdren's maw, i parenss” notiom of their som’ “vagabondisme™.
Boy’ ing the view that they have 1umed from “sagaboads” imo senowm peo-
ple afier having beea placed in sew homes, shich we dacaed in Chageer 4, is ech
oed in parerts” mowes, A brief example:

We are not by this suggesting tha pucerts regand domesticity & as “efficent™ way of

Parems’ Ratioralisations - Children's Gender

I sum, pacests’ explusations 10 their chidren's whocation foows on teir own pow-
erty, on their children's education and/ or informal tanisg, the ltter nchuding disce
phne (and fight agaime “vagabondsese™), on towms s places of possibiliies, and cn
chances thar children's stays may bring some advantage 10 thermselves or their chi-
cren.

However, & 5 dificuk to apply the temm “motive™ in thas coment. Pz diffevernly,
chﬂ&m’:dmbn.di‘omduiqudmm:oktb&bhgbu
behind decisions 1o plice a chid in 2 mew home. Often, & focut oo education aad
Mﬁnﬁgmwhnath.aMp‘n
ey amive 3t after they have decided 10 place sheir children, or an addtional ntion-
alsation of thewr sobitaon 10 2 more immedise economic problem, In ths case, the
stustices is zather that the chid s placed becawse of parests” “incapaciy” 10 provide
for them, and in vun, thie pareats hope that the chidsen muy leam someahing from
the stay, 4s 2 posicive “sade effect™. This was evidest in Jean Lix's description of his
daughoers, when be expressed that hin pirks would leam bowsehold sk, This may in
parc ako be the cme in Dophie's emphusis on sformal tnining in nosr
horsebolds, Parerts’ represereseions of their children ceasing 1o be “vagabonds™
indicae the same punier=.



mwbi‘uwdbnhtdﬂtn‘;m In the commem of isformal rmining,
mmnmtb-gb shlls relned 10 household work, wheress boys
obexn contacty the rmay be an advantage to them kuer. Regarding formal education,
% # d#ficek o vell whether pareons give poeference 10 boys over girs, even though
i clear thae the mujorry of child domestacs ace gurh

Crivin and Purposive Relocation
Evidently, children get new carctakers following the dexh of both pesenes, and rele-
thons 10 e new caretakens mwy Tum o domestcity. Alexandre, whode story wis
presested in the previow chapeer, 3 one example of the biter. This cane may be de-
wribed as resuking from » “cnss™ in the aincy sense of the e [n 2
anicle on fostenge arrangements o the Weat [ndier and Were Ainca, Eather Goody
hqudmmwlwu‘mfwmfﬁ&fmm
s the “rescue” openstion following “cises where the famsly or oremtation
bas been scatrered by death or diveece of the parents™ (1975 137). Asparns fosmry,
on the other hand, & “ananged while the famdy 5 unacy, [sad] . . b eenesed imo
with the merron of secering 1ome besef o the ehdd ha pareats, e fonter par
ents, oF 1o 3B (1975: 137), 1n boch cazes, chidren are ressed by cehen whes
thewr onginal famdy “cannot, for some reason, masage” (1575 137), and comtinees o
say that “fostering & used 23 2 meara of widening the education of a chid, of peovad-
ing relmives with companionship and assisance, and of streagrhening tes with kin
who ase releively weboff” (1975 137.138),

In the Masua comexy, o distincon between “cron™ and “puposive™ fontcring

can be dammning of vome practicer. Howewrr, &m-m&%
sod differemly corstrued. Finaly, the facr thar parems bve apaet should not seces:
sanly be regarded 1o an exceprion 80 & “nocmal sate of dfain” of pacernal cobubeta
von. Thix & panly relmed 1o Haua polygyny - or plagage - where & man may marry »
woman (or worser)), refemed 1o w4 pleake, 18 addison 10 the wife 1o whom he has
been legally wed in church. Thewe co-wives entablnh separme howeholds, and she
husband moves berween them. Thes, the fact thae 3 woman and 4 oun do ooc for
tually Eve (or are megutered us Bvisg) together does not necessanly wmply tha they
hawe ceased 10 be busband and wife, In addnion, ursons are ofuen beoken.

M Axxong e chid domenx woden, scsasl fipam of arsoliners do noe gowe 1ch ndcsico. How
ever, @ onder o dearmane whetker tha @ the cane, the proder dernbuson among non chid dosss
3 wodken who do sr v widh thewr paronss B 10 be consadernd, and belp wp aguion odwcntonsd
warabies, Enrchmmnr rees and Ohddonns pender wondd slso hesve 10 be docwsed mwee groendly.
Unfontunnnely, s beyond the socpe of the prrent wodk,

™



Fushermore, “crisis™ as a cause for seading childeen 5 a0t necessanly kned with
parerm’ cohabeation. Many murmied and cohabaing couples still presere 2 as resul

from a “crsn” when they send thewr chidren 10 live in new homes, Moceover,
meMMMnmm&wom«m
overcome difficeltios B noe necessanly linked with the mantal “career™ of the par
ey, or whether both pucerns ace stil alve.

The fact thar chideen are often semt to “sirangers™ when their parents de or can-
net care for them indicates thae theoe aoe 0o relatives who ae peesers or able 20 step
in, Thix may be an experssion of the sestractuning of the Hatian family aad fragmen-
wicas of the snhoriy stractures of the ldban (groupe of howsebolds puhered arcund
a yard, members mised by fliion and monited heough mamiage), of which mach
h-b«nmn(luumlmu”l)lﬂﬁ Toereblay 195% 72} I should be e
calied abio, however, that masy chdd domestics live with close relstives. Neventhe-
Jess, the bamer fact does noe comradicr thae family rebeionshigs Secome mirsined o
tises of cxonom crap.

As has been shown above, specrs of “purposive” and “eriis™ relocaton sppear
10 be clotely comnected. Net being able to pay chiden's schocl fees is srgarded = 2
poecancus stustion tha bas 1o be solved Parests dis try 1o solbve a dffcuk save-
niea aad wngrove their chidren's pooapects for the future by the tasse st [a the
wense, pareres” decsions 1o place children in new homes are affected by both peshing
and pulbeg facvon.

Ignoeance o Charke of imgrovement? Paronts’ Investments in
Childron

Paserns' Ipe thae caserabiess will prar their childsen 10 school, and their hope that the
child or thermelves may gain some advantage from the chid's wry, @ not an expres
siom of navery or igrorace, It s 3 way of expressing thar plcemen of the child is 2
soksticn in 3 &ffcuk stustion. Thit doet st contradicr the fact thae new cactalens
takr advaztage of parents’ hopes.

Pareats' hopes arc alto grousded in an idea thae chidben's dhanm of succoeding
aee greater  they are placed in a new home, or in 4 new home in 1he oty This
thoughs i experised by way of indcastng that perhuge aw child of mazy may be
blessed, or eventually get lucky, My, Jesane expressed this view m a case above, If
the child sw 1o become succesfiul, o get access 10 o bemenpaid b than be oe she
woulkd ocherwise have had the opporumiy 1o gt in the cnginal home commeniy,
dudﬂlvimmlyb«ounb&wmhuﬂ&udﬁadnumﬁe

SRSAOn @ & poalive WiY.



Pacerts’ sending soveral childres, and clten o differene bomes, can the sho be
&w-amdwﬁk.mdnbubﬁw”
cent) of the mathens who repon thae they have placed n new hosses for
pusposes of howework have pliced more than one child. The figure it simiar to the
di&m-bhwﬁadd“nhmbmm&udobi«ﬁmh
this case, 52 percent have placed more thas one chikd,

h&mhmnﬂtﬁ&amyﬁbhwm&ymdﬂ
fruay tarm e something good, and thua with the bope of secunng their own fuzuee.
The notion of childres o 3 source of wealth, oo wellfare reher, i reflected @ the
supuyg “chddoen are dhe wealth of the whuppy [underprivileged]” (pui 2 v msdow).
Mmmwna&gwcﬂhm&dimw”&
a(uﬂy»hph(-m"h‘pdw.a&mhﬁn(huan
= tha ewlier, it weed 10 be an sisct to have many children. Now bowever, due 10
school fees, &t & 2 burden. This seems 0 comradat the nosion of mumencus children
5 4 “souce of weakh”,

However, there = will continuity in the notion of childeen a5 4 souse of sappont
(o during old age). In a sausion with sbandance of agrcubers) bod, rumesoss
chiden weuld be an appropeise resource 10 meet the demand for libour, On the
ceber bussd, when households face shonage of Land or when the lund docs ot give
safficions yiekds, a8 & presern day Hati, fewer children, aad increamed inmvestment i
#ww'mku; ouside of the agricubarl mi-:‘nm‘

deckning feniley seem 30 npport e lamer itemuetation of paserey’ deck
sions segarding their children in Hal (of. Chageer 3). Children then, are still & source
dwhmhmm&uﬁybﬁudhﬁmwdpﬂw
decaions regarding their chidren acr informed by hopes of lussre scistance.®

'%“h-md*'mhqm‘n‘qu‘“ydﬂh’(l”t
1. Owr dncusace on th powst o sbo mpaed by concepes “aghes o pervom” Koproll &
Moy 1977 7 5] and “wrakly i poople” (roe ¢ g, Blodace 1950) i Afscan contens. bn masy Afrncas
contmas, sd perhups i Hadi prior 10 the sgprwaed eoskogrd condieioas, fabaonss foare)
mathar (e apricuiuel land i/ wan the seom cracel sescunce. W e indebead 10 D Nadhabe Beis-
thhmuuwmﬁpﬁMqu
a5 be amed creecly oo te sabhon



Households that Include Child Domestics: Charac-
teristics and Motivations

Mévopelrane (de :
ma.wmdhwm;wmwmdow
wwmumum.mwmwmm
\bulynpmawdhuhmmdunlmvibuoudnwmfni;iml
arcas.

Below, we descobe chanctersticn of the households in which chili domsestic
workens ae fousd. The role of the children i the bousehold econoary & msersed,
ummnammwmawmwb
mewncy. Fine, different maticnalaxions ameng pecple who emiploy chid dossessics

"Noodng ™ or “Helping*?
People who ask parenss for childion often do 10 with refesence 5o their “need” of a
Mlammu&m—mmw»mma
astorace with howsehold tsks. In some cases, ths explcz need for libour force
soorrs Kke the culy motivation for acquisieg & child. Thus, if & tums o thae dhe
<chid for some rmmon & incapable of fuliiling this need, they v sere back 10 their
orgmal familes. We cacoumtered seversd such cases during fiekiwedk 1n ofe o
stance, 4 gl wan setumed Bome because she bad 2 bad foor As medicad
weee enable 10 help her, she could not camy ou the ks 1Be had boon set 10 do, asd
Mnmhmd&rmﬂgvﬁh&mn&hiﬂntaimhbm
in the wory of the “Advennist Gl

The fact that childron's work i sade explicin i Bot necessanly & sign of sbuse, a5
al chaldeen perform suls. Eves @ cases when adults cliimaed 1o need children be-
cmdkynﬂmtﬂodﬂwmdnymwdwchi
dren with certain benefits, such as schooling, Other comsdesstions am ako mvolved.
The most commen of those is the wish foe company, cpecially among older people
(see below).

Mgu&u&oc&uw&'&h‘dxcbﬂal&mmm
s do not prowide the child with ing ele than foed and board, in exchange foe
chidren’s services, the caly “help™ | for the paremts & tha they are foved
fmmmmammwummm.am
cﬂyhmdcﬁ&l&wpuﬁubmdhdnnphwheblm.m
of these chideen will nox (accceding 10 imermational corvertiom) be clssfied as



The below cuse i s cxanmple of composite semoning behind child relocation and

domewxcary, where several facton ame implicased, 0 seen from the pois of view of
the mceiver. It mvolves Rosela, the peesemn caeetaber of Fabeense, whese story we

chid domestic workers m all, s they anend school fullnsse and coasadered their
pnannd-me-d‘nchpu.

thaage of howehold m a= affditson to 3 zew “home”.
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v scquirng children, She emphasises her
that the childres pve ber compasy, and that she helps their poerrts by providing for
their children.

Obviouely, the claim from presere carceakery thar they “help™ the paresss of the
chid & an expeesaicn of s aryeumcencal relaiossbep. The paverts reesain socally
wdebued to the casetakers of the child, sad casrtakers sppear 10 be "patrons™ = rels
100 10 the pasears. [ magy respects, relinosships between ool fasiles and new
carrtabeens caa Be soen a3 patron-chiest relticcahipr. The zew camtaken scpocsent

# Timwse pu . 12 this wary, she e upade-dowa te taadeioanl upng “chidnes see b amdl
acima™ (zweae v a g

Yoy 30 pons b “yons faddioensed 1o Uhe crspeed famady] sell e foe A, "l lnenlly measg
“qurer” lsrgeully o quanier of an ax), i thn cossen implying “sothing”.



patmoas, mot by viue of being 3 1osxe of 1perion resources, bt by the face tha
“vabues of the paron's choosing s ciculiced n . [the] wlmiomhip”™ 1o their cb-
erts (Paze 1971: IS0 The values coculied here then, and cormmlied by the new
cavtakers, are bbour and expenses for the chid's uphecp.

Below, wr analywe Boweholds” perceived “need” for chid domeatics” labour foree
by wsessiog the role of the chid domestic in the howsehold economy. In addiwion,
we atsen axcome and edacationad levels in houwsebolds thar snclade child domestics
workers.

Income and Educational Level, and the Chaid in the Household
Economy

The fact that the chidmn work s isherrnt in the defintion of domeate child works
ers. However, the role of domestic children m the houschold economy = not ex
plained by the defnron, and this o whue we tum 1o hese. The role of the child an the
household economy & wed 35 an mtake 0 Boweholds' ratiosale for acquiring chld
domestics, o ey of the suure of their “need for bour foece™,

Two possible hypocheses o the role of children in the bowschold ecomomy can
be developed Funly, a bypothoia where 2 5 claimed thie chidren e obuised in
cesder 10 cover & noed for bbowr foroe in the moriving bouschold, and secondly, »
hypodhess saping thae children are obuaised in order o seplace the Libour force of
ratural childorn — crabling the laser to go %0 school, bat net the domsestics. The sec
oo is & venson of the finu

« *Need for bbowr force™s Chidorn are moruard because these i a need for be

bour foece ~ and all childeen corrbute with the same kinds of usks. Eor
pincally, i tha i the case, howeholch with and withou child domestics
should be equal in size and cither all or none of the chidren (wgandiess of
background) wall be i schood, oc have antended schoal whes they were in the
SPPIOPTEE AEE CMELOTY.

- "Replacemen*: There it a need for labour force, but the noed derives fruem the
fact that parerms wase 50 pat their own chikdeen 5o school, and thes ks new
chilkiren replace Shewr own = terms of Bowschold work contebariva. Ths
imples thee there are isternal dsmnctions beeween &fforem children in the
howehald, and will be thown emparxally when howecholds tha inchade chik
drew in domesticey are larger than those that have none, and when caly
some of the children are sear 1o school {the nanunl childres),

In order 1o dscover the anpomance of the educxion of the bouschold memben,
ncoene and worklosd withe the howehald for the houschold's peopensaty 10 acquee
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meely employed when the dependont vanable can be seen a 2 peruk of 3 cou. In
mthiib«nnmcuﬁwyiwwawuum&ipn&ﬁmdnp
live vaboes, which in our case would be imerpreted as predictions of segative munr

The mgression (Table 19) sbows thax the surmber of childes i the household,
apart from child domestic wodkers, has & negasive impact on the mumber of chid
dossestic workers in all cuses, except 3 the case of children sot earclled & school
qdll-l?m(ibuquhk-j.ﬁu.o&uu&uamm_ﬂyw&h
the place of child domestic woeken, or put i anceher way: when a howsehold con-
tazrs many chikres, it does st need 10 acquire as extra chid for work. Neventhe
ku.&&pabwmbd*wutﬁodmmﬁerdmw
&Mlﬁdm&n“to&mo‘mwlsw“ yours, i
creases the mumber of child domenic worken. Thus, the higher woddoad 1 the
household, the more domestc child workens these will be. Households S aoquire
child domemics because they have higher wokloads, bue  they have childsen of
their ows that can work, they aeed less or no child domestic wedkers.

The household mcome abo incoemes the chaaces that o howsebold will we do
mwmmwmaammammma»
phes that the effect of income declines at Migher incomos, Put in asother way: the
Mbﬂmnamadm%imbmﬂhth&miywm
oy chikd worken is lper thun thae berween a muddle income and nch hossebeld.

mwhunwdwmdonmm»m.md
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The education of the household members hus been coded as the highest educanion
achieved by a person aged 1R yoaey or sbowe in the Bowehold. Becasse tha = 2 da-
creve vanable, ® has been coded so that the cosfficiens reder wo the effea of educa
mm»ummummmmqm
10 no education among the aduks of the household, increases the em-
wamwmbymmm

The regression appeans 10 give moee suppont 1o the “aeed foe libour™ thaa the
“replacement™ hypothesa, 2 having own chddres appeass to dimnnh the propensity
%0 employ child domestic workers, Thus, the majorry of child domestic workers does
st work 10 that the other chidren sy get their educasion, but sl chideen work in
mvpoce 1o perceived labour needs of the houwhold,

Providing Benefits
As meanosed, evea aduls who clum 10 need childven because they cannce affoed
poad (ackk) servants, ocemiceally provide the children with certam benefzs, vach 2

the cue of Rovefa, 2 i cbvics that she develops close bonds to the childon the
stay with her for loager periods of time. Some of dhese chideen have cleardy ex
pressed docomtere when they bave fek usfuerdy treated, or not well cared for, and
Rosefa wields 1o some of sheir chims, Moreover, even in cases of paid domestc ser
varts, emotoa dotance & negorued, or sepotable ™ 1o cur cie, when the rels
vomhip 8 sot a clear-os employer-employre meltiooship, when the elaticasksp »
one of cohabitanson, and especially when the “employer” ubes on 4 pareatal role, 1 s
oot wurpnsng the cartakens cover maose than the chidrea'y huic seeds for food
ad sheber, and tha close bonds develop in vome cares, Addticaally, when gesting
compuay o 4 pant of the raticaale for new chidren, o among many older
people, she mleiombips 5 from the wtart defined in other terms than the wncsly
econcmical, of i venms of labour ondy, 1n the case of Rosefa, oot muy suspect, abso,
that Rosefa thoughe tha icading the childmn to school @ a faz price 10 puy foe noe

™ For an w-depeh wady of seracuon bereeen (past aduk) sevam anc sanployen, sed the dyrumc
sapecus of iranames of doaneumcn Bt escompans svvas-esploms mlacen, see Meosen's wady of



beug 10 their comtan complerns and hanles. Momover, socal seleno
ships between children aad their adulk caomalen v bound to be complex.

When gosedurg poovide chidren with merce than food and sheker, they occmann-
dly do so with rederence 10 1theie own fumare. As with paserns, some guardisns hope
that helping a child, o securiag the child vl 2 *futuse™ through schookng may one
day pay back. Guandiars w80 imissed on ng. chideen %o school ofven expressed
this view. An older woman s Les Cayes | & o the followag vy “You
should help children, 2 cae day you may need soenebing yourse ™,

If loclisg & sew carctdhens’ econom comadermicns, the ratiozale bebind em-
ploying 3 chidd domesic and spend money on the child's schooling, nher thea pay
ing for adeh domemic service, i clear. Salanes for paad domentx servants vy
pratly, bt # & reascnable to say that they mnge from 30 to 300 Haza dollans per
moath (800 10 1500 Gourdes). The giel whe wed 10 kve wuh Mrs. Resefa, for ine
sance, earma 150 Harsn dollan (Gourdes 750) per mwonth in the comrent wherr the
works @ 3 wavam, ba gets food and bossd in addwon 10 her salary. Now, taking
Rosels i s exasmple {1 she chimed thae sde could non affoed pad help), the twe
younges: children who stay with her boch atvend everang school. Rosefa paws six T
tian dollars (30 Gourdes) for each of them per moneh in school fees. Evenisg school
8 ks contly than meesing school. 1= Rowfay case, she would have had 10 pay 20
Hastian dollay (100 Gourdes) per moath for the two yousgest chiddren, Fabienne
wezt 10 evenisg whool o 1o the 1ah grade, but has sttended momeg whod for
the past three years, Even with theee children in the house, then, who all amend
school, Rosefa corremly pays 32 Muitian dollsn (160 Gourdes) in fees per momh
Tha o far lexs than wha she would have had to pay had dhe hioed 20 adah domestic
SErYAIR,

Many bouebolds employ both {paid) adai servares and child domestics. This can
0 pant be explaized by the ecomomic conmderations described above, and by the
differers tasks ordmanly performed by child and aduk domestics, Finmly, aduk do-
mestik service o cormadernd 1o be experive. Secondy, Sowehold work 3 onpratsed
by age. Adclt maxks are often pez 10 the more advanced houschold taks, ble cook-
ing the day's meaks, which chidren cansot do as well s can adults. Often, aduks abo
do the moee Beavy sk @ the bowe. Marcower, puad aduk maids ase responsdle for
the dady naaning of the hossehold, whereas childres ;s adolks while they canvy o
this respoasbiity. Scen from the poun of view of potential employen, there 4 20
econcmic seuon for payig an adelt maid to perform chores that children easdy can
do. Sweeping floom, fewching waner, and clesing are often repeesented as chideen's
wshs. Abowe, Rowcfs expormaed thin cleardy whes saping that she could pot make
Fabuwzne do a “chddy tala™, s he s now an aduks.



“Disciplireng” and Setting Limits for Chist Domestics

Jaat 2 comumon ax the view that child domestics should be peovided with certam
besefis, is the anivade thar childeen should be “dsciphned” and pe in place,

Amoag adulls who house chideen in domesticiny, discosmes are marked by chae
scteruatsons of the childrea's suanes and alleged chueacner tams, and whn behav
wural peterns they prefer o chidoen. Above, Rosefa conveyed this n her statements
abous 1he children she had sear back o the parems - they were not “wel behaved™.
Runzing about = che streets, foe inmtance, i occanosally read o1 2 sign of o child
who cannce be conorolled, who » easly nfluences by other children in the 1tmees,
and whom you shoudd sot trae. Addts in Porvas Prce would occoicsally s
the they &d net ware “mzaweka™ i their Bowe, becasae “they meal™. Hence e
recument complainn “it s dificuk vo gex good children these days™,

Adults thus often ask for “well mised” (aon avd children. “Well risnd™ may anply
thae they “show respect”, of in extreme cases, that they are expected 0 subordisase
themsedves to the adslis, by not looking them n the cyes, or talk when they ace not
whed w0 do so. La some cases, children become subdusd. Such soticns asd “char:
ver prefompnces™ are thua cosnected with how the children are trated, In some coes,
£ imples thar che puandans express the need of “putting the child o place™ ~ not
pvieg too mch (senton), not keng them get 100 dote, a1 they will regaed yeu
wupad and abure the froedom ~ an atttude not much different from that refleced in
ducounes amoog soae wpperclass sendents about thee selmiomship 10 paid ser

gl
of the wogman (M. Claade, e below) who onginally placed the gird i a new
Bousehold The case shows a dapute over the gul's workieg and roo-working hours,
she grls amenion of what she 1aw a her nghts, the “employing” woman's cxpects
wons and resporue, sod her sancuons whes they were noe fulfilled The story was
vold 2 few duys after the events deserbod below took plce.

qu&n;-uwﬂ&falw&&dlh.m hes st
facvion 10 Mrs, Clande over the . When the Frday amved, , the
gl and Mes. Plesre pot & s egumem, o the gl was an Advemir, and



obpcted, 7 was ime
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before six mmm';mknmmmm,am

| caznoe accepe that yeu lesve work and 2o 10 semple all the time, The
muﬁodomﬁ-unummmcﬂtdlﬁwmmhnpd
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::ngdu::w wasted the money she kad spere on food foe her. The
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Moy, Pionve, then, read the gird's insistence ca goung 0o chrch 2 i nence, o
sivved that the work selationship be defimed on ber owm peemises, sad whes the girl
ax 3 5gn of amogance. Bascally, Moy, Pierve obwcred 10

the fact thae the girl ded not obey her commuand

control, motivaned by a Sear that 100 gerte treassers

Mm.umd,«mwmw@mam
explened by sach alleged needs of “patting the child in " Tha ertads asrening
ol make the smtusmion “get out
dM.Wy.M\MmWiM&Wd;
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Kinship and "Parental Domesticity”

As mestiozed, about two thods of chid dometis are bora 210 Sewr povsem
Mww won of children livieg with chose melaives, How
ever, among domestxs, or oot there o kb ties 1o houschold mees
bers differ according to both gender and residence,
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Whereas 2oy and rural prds tend o bve vk close reluiver, sch 2 sbbngs, grand-
pocerex and sivlings of parces (&7 wiben boys, 75 percent rurmal bows and o8
peent rueal prb); urban grk 10 kve with more datam relatves (oaly 37 pen
cerz wih close relatives) (Table 20). Once again, whan girh wand o & ddfferent
from the athen 32 percern of the whan girk live with people classified & o
rebativer. In the mumd area, grandparetsts are common carctakers for botk boy and g2l
domestics,
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child died a the age of six mondhs). Hiline mluhummlnhg’:t
from plapng with the other kich i the aces. Hiluine slept o6 3 ng on

Fiaime says thas she haed her peser-in-law and , 3 they wom dwawn
“ead”, and were badaempered. She explaiss tha was “bad Hood™ be

Hdaite describen henel a a dmnek, by vitue of her work in the Bouwse, ber bk of
wchookng, aad the mistreasmenn she expenenced. Inspinng this self-description s the
feekeg that she wio not tresed 6 her boother’s or sster in ew's equal, bur zuncad,
that the selsionship 10 her brocher, and her i i general, changed when she moved
10 her beother's house,

The relanicashp becween simer-ar liws is ofen pornyed & conflicr nddes, % 0
tho cuse of Hilluine and her sater in-law. One mus commentad than:

The man’s sisver thinks that the Seocher only sakes care of his wife, and f=h 1o
suppont her (the sater) fnancally. The wile, cn the other hand, thenks tha the
sister increases the beother’s or howsehold's financial burden,

Kinship relationships berween child domesics and household membens wem to be a
doubleedged swond in terma of the expectations of the child's wodkload. As muy be
recalled from Chapeer 2, paseres who compemate meeiving famiies for houting their
child (i “veruats™ for purposes of edecance) beld thar kving with kin b bener thaa
bving wh “strargen”, 3 “nnngen” are people that are 20t really known, and froes
whom you cannot know whae 1o expect. Cermain “sacrifices™ Bave 10 be expectod
when the child bver with 2 “stranger”, explaised one mother. At the sare time, how
ever, pacents pay less in compensasion for upkeep whes the puasdan & 2 lnsman.
This is justified with seference 1o kin “helping™ each other. The imples tha kin rels-
siont am relssonhips of vocial delx and musal help, in e foem of Libour services
and other comrbusom. In ocher words, there s no resson why 3 kinship relaticn-
ship should mvolve keis work thas 4 200-kin eeleon.

The socid debe of parerns toward selieives, 2 inplied when they are “mssmied” by
wlxives who contrbute %o their chiliren's upleep, & s part mcprocated by the
child's libour comnbunors, Bur the reliomshp berween the carecalier and the
ongaal parcats docs pot cemae to be defined in e of asusance: The new carcuake
en comisne 50 be perceived as “helping™ the origimal pacears by supponing their

«



<hdd, and paseres remaie indebeed 10 the new canrtaken. | kisship selusombipe too
thea, the selwioaihip betwees the arginal famly and the new carctaken can be seen
2 pasoe cliers relationship.

mimmurdwthbdidudhnad«m&u'w'u
aways counter-productive. What & does show, however, is that linship and work ace
mmﬂyahhcmahlm.ﬁm&nhmhhpth
MM*(MWMM‘@&:&“W.MM.
aking Sbowt the ressoes why musy chidren work for relatives & 10 mvane that chi
dren working foe son-relstives is  “sommal” state of affary, or tha working for rels
tives @ somchow sbaonnal Emparally, 2 & ot sbnoemal. At the sase time, we
cipecudy daring times of ecosomic criss, incressed migration, and xe of
the Lok 10 say whetker peesent day pasveral domesticty & 4 revk of recent dewl
opments.

Child Domesticity, Social Debt and Inequality

Relaticnskips between onginal and peesem careeaken of chidrn shodd noe caly be
ssalpned in vorms of karshep. Eacler, we have pointed ow thut the roks of cartaben
aad pareots uke oa aspects of patroas and cherts m masy cases. Paorsey aw soem-
uigly Belped by the sew caretakens of their chidd, and remain socully indebted o
them. In pare, the debe beeween pareats and new casetabess 8 “sepaid™ @ the pew
rebosshp between the chid and the carctader by the chids labour consiuions.
However, this does not alws seem 10 affect the relmioaship berwees the orginal
parems sod sew carctaken. Parcats will describe themuelves a2 “graeefd™ 1o the new
guanduns for therr contribumions 10 the chid's wpkeep and educaion.

When placing chewr childoen in new homes, pareres primanly ry 10 solve a difs
okt utuxion. Explassticas assonyg parcats so place thew children i new homes ndi
cate chat pareets hope thae the child may gain some advartage from the stay, socilly
#d econormically. Abo, they hope thee the comsmunities to which they send the chil
dren are places of possibdizes, and thae their chidren's dhewss of cbtaining comain
shill oe gevting 2 oducation are gresser these thas in their home communities, usder
the condion they themselves bve. I this sense, the riches 10 whxch they mper for
their chideen are not caly of a disectly macenal kind Mareover, they convey hopes
of social promotion for the child and thesae bves.

A common geacralisation Mnoeg specrlats working m the field of chid Wbowr =
Hazi @ that earlier, children were grven 1o rich families, whesess soday, the practice



has changod, and thae children are given to poor amilies or that i, 20 pooe ot well
rich homes, In onder 0o assess this Bypothesis, iscome lewels of original and receiving
houwseholds seed comparson

We found carder that the group of bowuseliobds that send children away for domes-
i work i ocher households stasds out 2 3 lowsincome group, with an aversge an-
nul bousehold ncome x caly sbow half of the niional aversge (Table 19), Looking
a2 the group of hossebolds tha e or axtow cheld domentx workens, o the other
hand, no such marked distinctions am found, The average howchold income of
these Bovseholds & some 20 percert hugher than the 1ol average. Yer, as the house
holds with child domentic workons 2w ahio Leger than ochers, their myvuling per cap-
a2 ncome falks below the 1osal werage (Table 21}

Tabtlo 27: Mean and mecian soneal total houshold rcome aduatad dor wolf comumpaion by chie
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Even 10, 2 simple comparnos of households that have phiced a child in 2 sew hame
for howsehold woek with howsebolds thae ischude child domestics shows significanr
Aiferences i income (Table 22).
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However, the average tocome messuses conceal & lange senav in mcome among the
receving howsebolds, When total incomes aor dvided mo five oqual sie maked
income groups (quenndes), there is 3 slight tendeacy for chad domesticy 1o ncrease



wich xreming acome (Table 2)). Bur i fact, Table 23 shows thar nearly s masy of
the lower income bouseholds & hgher income households bave chdd domestic
worker: wheeews egght 0 zane porcers of the howseholds & the theve bowesr quintiles
have coe or mooe child domestic workens, the percentage is ten 1o twelve in the two

baghest quredes.

Totvie 2): Parcortage of houset GATY Nvwy) Gme o rmore chikd Gomessc worker s
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This pamern keads cerdence to the agument tha child domersic workers are distrb-
sted Quie evenly in the .

We Rave seen that the need foe domenx lbowr it parially fulfilled by own ched
dren in the household, and purcudly by child domestic bibowr, When chdd domentic
bbour s secruted, the chidern appear 10 be recasted from Bowseholds tha ase
poorer thax the recipient howseholds. Having chid domestic libour does 0ot appess
10 increase the mecerving homehold's Ry & monetary terms, bue does comnbr
e 1o solvieg the problem of obeamieg for ordezary domestic 1asks.

On the side of the provading households, grvisg away chidsen poobably increases
the workioad of the remaning childsen.



6 Explanations, Interpretations and Rec-
ommendations

Tore Sormmecfoit & Jon Peckeren

Child domestic Mbowr in [l usdergoes comstam changes. New scrangemests
pear, M&mdwmw&avnmdm{
socwl coment of chid domes bbour abo chasges. Chunging estimates of the ex:
temt of chid domentx bbowr 1 bence 3 ressh of dynamicy in Hataan socel relatiocn,
bez alio of chanping intermanonal standasds,

Opportunity Situations and Social Reproduction

"«t’nwm”&iﬂ-ﬂtﬁlwmwhcﬂdw:a

ware fesere of socud He in Hats Comidering that between 59 and 82 percem

the child popelmion aged five to 17 wans can be canegormed a5 child domentcs,

chid domesticiy is aa ivponam compooers in howsehold compaticn, sad as vuch,
i socaal orparmeion.

Tha, bowever, shoddd tot be umerpreted as 2 “dagnonn™ of 2 Hazaa “culbere”.
On the contrary, nether vocial sywoms, sor “cslose ™, desermine the actions of peo-
ple. “Ourisse™ doss not motivate people 1o tabe & childres or place thess in domes.
ucity. People's vanous seeds, on the other hand, mocvace them to act, Cubral dy
oamics aad social sysems ae genermned by socidl relasonships and by the social
deMMM&NmMMuMhn&
sermined by oslrunal, economic, social, and religiows processes. Ompanisancnal forms
dcwmmnwmwuwwms
vanoss needs and practices, aad social, culeral and economic processes in Tem
shape their wishes and scors.

Thus, we Save sressed tha neiher the extensive fosierge practices, nor blused
lites between fosezage, kinhp and bbour amangemerss are caunes of the extest of
child domesticy i Hasti, On the ocher hand, they give us an intake to undonsanding
why child domestic labour appeans n the fomu they do, and 1o the wuys i which



children's work s conceprualised. Ths, relionships of domesticiry are bur seldom
deseribed in terrrn of bibour, xad moee ofien s terms of care tbing arreagemens
Bydumwhmadn-hmduwmmé&u‘cdmwkr‘»
theemore, chid domenic lbowr o genermed and segenerated because there 5 a sup-
Py and 3 demand for children'ys lbows. Sepply and demuad & reled 1o povesty
{pocenrs’ low incomes), parerny’ hopes of giving thewr children sad themuelves 3 bee-
ter future, to the fact thae foemal education o & highly weascred vakse, and w per
ceved bbouwr noeds . “employing™ houschalkds.

People at asd react accceding 10 the oppoctuities they o faced with. We have
seen the vanety of adepranions aad have pouned own the blarred distinctiomns berween
Aild domewixay, parent-child weparastson, and ckdd vulnenbiity in more geoerdl
verms, Paseres iy w resolve precanows ife condrions by plcing their children =
rew bomes, and hope 10 snpeove the children's access 1o ares they see as “places of

dies”, Famibes take in chidrern; or sebeionthips %0 chikdren bom in howse-
hold evolve immo relatioss of “domesticky” because aduks “need bbosr force™ and
because they cannct afford pasd servce. Yousg chaddoes have latle choxe bu w
adape 10 the circumstances they are faced with. When chidren are offered conditions
they tee w fuir and/or fine, reliiombips 10 sew castabens may develop im0 chose
bonds, Faced with hardship, chiden may reapond by becosting wbdued, or sanply
by flecing the simumion, leoking for sew homes, Some assen chams and nghes: to
sloep, 10 spheep, schooling or dap off. 2 tum, puardiars choose o yicld asd socoed
the childen cermain benefits. Ov, they read complaines 2 signs of children's e
dence and their own lack of corrol, Lk £ 10 chddren's alleged “bad upbeingings™,
aad tghten the knot even hasder o termranaee the entire relaticasba.

In geseral terem, chald domestics work more than other chidren, and lack schood
mw.mmuu-mnw-¢Md.
group. Tha findeg & is put an effect of our definitoe of the chid do-
mesex bbour concepe, Additiomally, we find St the age dutribution of child domes-
o workess peais @t 12 years. This implies thar ssany children ace recruied oo do-
mewcay 2t this age. Futhermore, i absolute sumbers, moet of the chid domestics
ace found in runl aress, If consideniag the propomion of child domestics of the 1onal
child popedaticn = urban and rural aress, the percentages are about the same.

O duta show thue overall, 59 pescern of the child domestics aee girks, whereas 41
percont are boys. |2 urbas e, prfs make op an even langer propocon of the chdd
domewtic workens (72 percess), snd amoag these girks, fewer have Kisship mlaioe-
ships 0 ther mew guandiars. There i a veadency thae moee of the boy chid domes

tics ongimate from rural arcas, wheras gich 10 a buger extem than boys come from
wban areas. On s overnge, abow 80 percest of chid domestics have parerss
(mxceber and’ or father) who ace still aliwe. [2 whan arear, moce boy an prbs ace
visked by thewr parents.



As mermicoed, the girk stand oz 0 weveral respecer, Not oaly do they malke wp 2
large peoponion of the child domeste workers. They abio work more thaa thee male
courterpuets, and n urbas scvas, they sleep 1lgiely lems than the others, aad are not
»human&bopﬁidﬁ?;rm By mamy means, then, the gl
domestic wockers sppear 4 the sso Thas may be due 1o fewer possbds
s of prosess, and fewer possitaliies 10 change bome i caser when condtiom
would inspive thean vo do so.

Quild domestic abour & recruited from housebolds thar are poorer than the re-
cpaents. However, the recpiest bowcholds do noe appear to gan » lage eccaoma
advamage by doing 10, the tenef Ses more in the possibility 1o camry o dommtic
roks oy In Boweholds thae provide Libour 10 ather households, the remuinng
chikiren peobably have 2 beyger workioad than they wosld otherwase have.

Recommendations

Parests’ mosivations behind placing chilkdren is sew homses reflecy puliing and push-
ing facions. Nowbly, udoemal and formal education, and enpeoved chances of access
10 vxch education, u 3 bk comcern, Even though the expresied wah for their chd
dren's ehacation i maay Cases PPeas as an « paamon ronaisacon, These seoms %o
be Ledde seed 1o adorm paserns abour the mmpostance of education. Sach & stemegy
MY even tm ok %0 be conmerproductive. Even adalts who recrui child domestics
oocanonally do 50 in coder in ceder 1o put their ows chidsen in school.

Tnutewd, aduks and parems should be given the oppontusities tha allow them 3o
pet childres n wchool 1 ther home communiy. One way 10 acheve e would be
towmdmmmwwwmmwfw
chiden's mendunce, which has bees tred in 10me cournnes (o4, Bangladesh). Sec
ondary schookng (revereh 10 mamh year fusdamestal schooling) smat be made acoes-
sible 1o eueal parents and chidsen. In the bong run, these will abio seduce the recna
ment rates of chaldres,

Given the fact that mgrtion mtes out of Hasti ase connderalile, there will in the
foreseeable foture seman 2 buge number of chiden whose parerse are abroad,
Moeeover, since the spread of MIV may incoesie the mumber of ophuas, there &
peobably no option bt 10 camer that chidren who @ Gving without pesents arc
mmr«.m«m.mmdmpmmmum

child domenx workers, Awaceness rasing, rcher than focusing on edicasion (aloow),



should focws on mducing the chideen's workloads, In such progres, girl doesestics
shoukd be 2 special sarget group.

Fanally, the Haian Labour Law munt be made comsisten with previsling interna-
.&mww«wmcmum&aua labour mee



Appendix: The Haiti Living Conditions Sur-
vey - Sample and Methodological Notes

on Posersan

The Hati Living Conditioes Survey s 3 muti-topic Sowehold yurvey comating of
theee main questioonaires. It consists of, fimly, & bowschold questiomnaive, with
quertions seletzg 10 overall characserutas of the bowschold and =3 members; sec-
codly, 3 woman / caretaler questionnaire, with qeemions meling 10 mproductive
Aisncey and beakh, and youh; sed fizally, in exch bowsehold oot person aged 15 asd
above wat sclected 2t andom, and was immerviewed with 3 questicnnase comating
of questions referving deectly 1o the persoaal experences and view of the resporr
den.

started mt March 29, 2001 and 99 percern of the interviewang wis fin
ahed by July 1%, 2001, with 2 few inerviews nos being completed before the begin-
2ing of August
The sample of the HLCS & a sworatified cluster sample, [t das 2 varying number of
stages, dependang ca the chanste urat of sclectice (Rowehold or sandosaly sekected
pemon) and also the Jocation. Tn most areas, theee mndoms selections are made o
order vo select # howehold, bur both 1wo and four stages occur. The sesple & s
ply the master sample of she 1HS], This sample & 2 sample that has been dersgned =
order v faciae surveys in Faiti wonil & new sampling frame can be defined derived
from the mmmwnnw&d&mn“d
tbe!mpqnlnonm
Cerversly, all magor surveys in Hasi hawe been camied o ming the master sam-
ple. The frame coassts of 2 set of selocted areas i serves s clusters, aad selection
of hoaeholds takes place within these areas. The frame sllows for wue of 2 subeet of
the chuters or all chasters, In the case of the HLCS, af chasrers were wsed Selected
cnumeraion arca were remapped, in some caser sogmested 2o semalier scews and
MNM-cmlgdou'cdgvmmddww

mHnllN (1997) and Pedersen (2002).



The koag time tha has passed sunce the 1982 Cennu hus been ed by
conssdenble chasges = on datribetion n Haari This has meam tha 2
anpoanble to create 3 wk-weighting sample, and even though stermpts wers made 10
recace the vanation of the wesghes, these 5 consderable varission in the final sample.
The Rey churscteriiexs of the sample are the Sollowing:

L. The sample wis explicaly stratified by doowsin and urbun rerdl stats, Dossain
wese ether the area around Por-au-Prnce or Depurtesserts (mgicas).

2. Each domam secerved a sample allocation proportionsl to the squise root of the
wamber of individuals i the dosssin. The sanple it thia not se¥-weighting.

3 Exh wratum wthn a domain seceived 2 sumple dlecason proporsional so the
mursher of households i the wratum

4, The mearsre of size wed for stratuem allocation and pramary sampling unit selec:
ton s the 1982 censes courts & updaed by THSI to reflect the seamticn in
19596/ 1958,

S, Withi= exch wiratum ares, wnis wese selected with pocbubilty proparticaste w
s (PPS), The selection wis i coe oe two sager.

6. Some ara uns ae sepmented =0 several segmerns and one of these was se-
loced by PPS,

7. A vkech map was made foe cach selecsed ama urst and all dwelling unins withis
were biod

& Froms the kur of the houiehok, the selection of households wis mde with knear
tyvermatx sampling,
9. An indmidual aged 15 or above was selecved andoesly foe being the sesponden

on the “adividual” questionsaire. In order to muke the random selcnion 2 so-
called “Kashaabie” war wed [soc Kah 1945 ¥99),

Abogether, 7812 dweling unts were selecred for immerview, It was pessble 10 con-
duct iterviews in 7313 Bowncholds, The remaining 499 dwelisg wies &d cisher noe
exat; were vacaot wader cosstnction; o thar inbabaars were inelgble for the
survey (g Splomuts, expatrate UN employees and thew famdies). Leterviewen
mterviews in 7172 households, pving an ovenll resporne rme of 7.8
cmmdmdmmumuawmudﬁwoﬂm
contacted. In gencral, chose rares aoe typacal of surveys = developing countnies,
Since the sample = not seli-weighting, weighes have 1o be used i the esmaion,
The weights are based o0 the inchusson probabdies for each bouchold, In addiion,
the weghns are comected for son-rapome uring an adpstment cell meshod. This



method emads increassyg the weights 10 howeholds that are samiler to the howse-
Bolds tha bave not responded (see for example Lebnonen sod Pahlkines 1995 111),

The mais problem of the sample & not sespome rates, bue raher anperfections »
the sample frame becawse of the long vime thae has pused snce dhe 1952 census.
Abhough the munter samrple 1peciies procedorn for Bow to inchade aram in the
frame thar was not mhabsed in 1982, and alo how 10 delinesse new bonders berwecs
coumerntion unts in ways thee should caaur the poadelty of seprescatative s
pliag. vach procedumt are difficsk 30 apply comusently,

Becawe of the uacertmmun = the definpion and updating of enemeration amas, 2
mmmwhmsmhm*.mhoomm
be estimuead from the varvey. From our sample, th resals = a population suze of
6.3 malbon, whch & small compaed 1o the THS estimaee of £3 miloo for year
2001 In comparsoe, the Wordd Bank (devdmta workdbanioong) extitnaes 1the 2000
popultion %o be § mdbon, the UN Popelrion Division a5 $.142 milion (UNPD
2002), while the US Buresu of the Census estimate & 696 milbon for madyear 2001
(wwwicrsu gov).

Geven the methods foe updting the rample frame that were wed, 2 & probable
that the true popdiation & lager than thas estimased in the survey, However, & # not
[Bely thas the undercousr & as large s the 17 - 2.0 sullica # suggeed by World
Bucek send 1551 catmaten. Accepting the 1HS] propction wodld entail that 24 percent
of the households wosr missed on the average in each enumeniion ares. Such emons
wﬂmm“ﬁmhkmw&ml&mdh

ing peocedarrs. In ths repon wy hawe therefoor adopeed the US Bureau of the Cen-
umdmmwmmmw
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