
Dear Friend, 

Thank you so much for your interest in Restavek Freedom’s work to end the system of child 

slavery in Haiti within our lifetime! As you requested, attached you will find our 2023 Freedom 

Report along with our audited Financial Statement (which includes our net assets). 

As evidenced by our four-star rating from Charity Navigator, we value financial integrity and 

accountability. Should you have any questions, feel free to contact me at 

emily@restavekfreedom.org. 

Best Regards, 

Emily Vilardo 

Communications Specialist 
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If you’ve seen the news, 
or if you’ve received one 
of our letters or emails this 
past year, you know that 
Haiti is suffering right now.

But the issue of restavek still remains, 
and as you’ll see across these pages, our 
team in Haiti has been working hard to 
continue helping children and serving 
communities in the face of these new 
challenges. 

Instead of feeling defeated by the 
things they can’t do, our team has been 
focusing intently on the things they can.

Like opening a new child advocacy office 
in Cap-Haitien, which has enabled our 
team to serve all three major cities in 
Haiti and to help even more children in 
restavek who do not have the support 
or opportunities they need to grow 
and thrive.

And launching a community resiliency 
program in Port Salut in partnership 
with Woord en Daad, which is teaching 
communities how to construct 
infrastructure that can withstand 
earthquake and hurricane events. 
Through this program, communities 
are also learning agroforestry and 
how to plant and protect young fruit-
bearing trees.

Meanwhile, enthusiasm for our Justice 
Curriculum continues to grow as more 
churches bring people together for 
extensive training. (In fact, the Justice 
Curriculum has been so successful, we 
are developing a program for schools to 
use across Haiti later this year.)

A major emphasis of our work has 
always been to relieve the suffering of 
children trapped in restavek through 
child advocacy. However, to end the 
widely accepted cultural practice of 
restavek, we must also work to change 
the hearts and minds of the people in 
the communities where it thrives. 

Through our Justice Curriculum Training, 
Learning Centers, and other community 
programs in Haiti, people have the 
opportunity to better understand 
the issue of restavek and realize their 
potential to help end it for good.

Our team in Haiti is working hard toward 
this vision, but they need our support to 
keep doing this work. 

Will you continue to stand with us?

With courage and gratitude,

Ray Conn
Board Chair & President



In the midst of an 
unstable political 
climate, social 
unrest and economic 
turbulence, Haiti is 
currently facing one of 
the most serious child 
protection crises in its 
history, because the 
problem is multifaceted.

Marcenat R.Marcenat R.
Justice Training Participant  



When Luckens joined the 
Restavek Freedom team last 
year, he was no stranger to 
the issue of restavek. 

In addition to working as a civil engineer, 
Luckens served as a volunteer working 
with at-risk children for five years before 
becoming a child advocate with Restavek 
Freedom.

“After seeing the situation of children’s 
lives in Hinche during an evangelistic 
tour in 2017, I volunteered to help them, 
because no child deserves to live without 
an education, or even without love, or 
without any support,” Luckens shared.

But Luckens also has a more personal 
reason for working with children in 
restavek. “My father lived all his childhood 
with an uncle who not only did not help 
him in his studies, but made him work 
hard without pay,” Luckens explained. 
“I promised myself that I would never 



let my child go through this situation, but 
when I understood that I could help dozens 
of children to get out of this life of slavery, 
I immediately understood that it was a 
vocation to pursue.”

For Luckens, an average day at the office 
is often spent out of the office. As a child 
advocate, he conducts school visits regularly, 
meets with children and families at their 
homes when possible, and supervises lessons 
through Restavek Freedom’s tutoring 
program.

When asked what he enjoys most about 
working with Restavek Freedom, Luckens said 
it is the feeling of fulfilling a social duty – of 
“getting involved in creating a better future 
for a special social group, and above all the 
pleasure of feeling appreciated and admired 
by the children.”

But this work isn’t easy, and many days are 
hard. “My experience with Restavek Freeom 
has shown me how much the restavek system 
can hurt a child, and sometimes we [child 
advocates] feel the sadness of the child take 
place in us,” Luckens said. “This is where it 
becomes hardest.”

In addition to working as a full-time child 
advocate for Restavek Freedom, Luckens is 
also studying law at the State University of 
Haiti. “I want to acquire the legal knowledge 
necessary to better defend the rule of law and 
social justice in Haiti,” he said.

We are so thankful to have strong-hearted 
people like Luckens on our team to help fight 
for social justice and show the children we 
serve that they are not alone. To learn more 
about Luckens and our team in Haiti, visit 
restavekfreedom.org.

Staff Spotlight: Meet LuckensStaff Spotlight: Meet Luckens

CREATING A 
BETTER FUTURE



MOVING FORWARD

Over 1,000 adults graduated from our 6-week Justice  
Training over the past year.

As you read in Ray's letter on page 

2, Haiti is in a place of difficulty and 

suffering right now. It has been very 

hard to move around the country, 

and we have had to be flexible in the 

running of many of our well-established 

programs.

Even so, we have seen exciting 
momentum in programs such as our 

Justice Trainings and the expansion of 

our offices outside of Port-au-Prince. 

Homes and community centers are 

being built, adults are learning to 

read and write, and children are being 

tutored between their classes. We are 
even going to be able to host many of 
our summer camps this year!

Hope is here, and Restavek Freedom 

isn't going anywhere. 



Child Advocate Alex and three of his students Building projects at Compeche school

Food and hygiene kit distribution

Literacy

One of our new 
areas, Saint Michel

"The restavek system in Haiti is 
protected by the weakness of the state 
and also by the standard of living of the 
population, it takes a lot of effort to 
fight it but we can do it."

Valmont D., 
Justice Training Participant 



HEALING 
HOPE & 

Wilder’s StoryWilder’s Story



HEALING Wilder* entered Restavek 
Freedom’s child advocacy 
program in the fall of 2020, 
when he was in second 
grade. 

That school year came and went, and so 

did summer vacation – but a year after 

Wilder joined the program, he began to 

fall ill.

When classes reopened for the 2021-22 
school year, Wilder was nowhere to be 
found. He was absent for school, but no 

one knew why. Noting his absence, child 

advocates in Les Cayes were motivated 

to find him. After lots of research, they 

learned that Wilder had gone to the 

countryside to live with his father.

Child advocates were determined to make 

sure Wilder was okay, and they searched 
for him for three days before they finally 
found him. When they did, they saw that 

he was very sick and had grown very thin. 

They immediately connected him with 

medical attention, and he went with his 

family to the hospital for lab tests and 

care. When the test results came back, 

they brought difficult news: Wilder tested 

positive for HIV/AIDS. 

Luc, Wilder’s child advocate, spoke with 

his family to help them understand the 

meaning of this diagnosis and their role 

in helping Wilder get well. The doctors 

showed Wilder how to take his medication 

and scheduled follow-up appointments to 

ensure he would have the medical care he 

needed moving forward.

“If it were not for [Restavek Freedom], 
Wilder would have died,” his parents said.

Now, Wilder is doing much better.

“Wilder is in good health,” said Luc. “He 

is back in school, and we are always close 

to him to give him advice at all levels, 

as well as food and hygiene kits. He and 

his parents are very satisfied with this 

progression in health and are grateful to 

the leaders of Restavek Freedom for their 

support and enthusiasm toward him.”

Support from friends like 
you equips our team in Haiti 

with the resources they 
need to advocate and care 
for children like Wilder who 

need help now. To learn 
more and get involved, visit 

restavekfreedom.org.*pseudonym



When Jane discovered the mission 

and work of Restavek Freedom, she 

felt compelled to share this issue with 

the church’s youth group – the Kids in 

Action (KIAs) – as well.

“I wanted my young people to know 

about others like themselves who were 

experiencing this kind of life,” Jane 

recalls.

Moved and motivated by what 
they had learned, the KIAs sprang 
into action. The group collected a 

small donation to send to Restavek 

Freedom, and after receiving a 

response of gratitude, they felt 

compelled to do even more. “Hearing 

from Restavek Freedom directly really 

meant a lot to our kids,” said Jane.

Fast-forward to the summer months, 

and the KIAs – who don’t usually 

meet during the summertime – were 

presented with a unique challenge: 
every week for the entire summer, 
they were to record something they 
had done that would make God 
smile. In solidarity with the kids, Jane 

committed to donating a dollar for 

KIDS IN ACTION
On a mission for freedom 

When Jane Bauer began 
researching slavery for her 
adult discussion group at 
Jerusalem Presbyterian Church 
in Wisconsin, she was surprised 
and horrified to discover that 
there are children in Haiti who 
are trapped in slavery today. 

The KIAs: Zach Schultz, Makenzie Zywicki, Sydney Parsons, Lily Schultz, 
Chase Parsons, Reese Parsons and their teacher, Jane Bauer



each moment that each child wrote 

down.

At the end of the summer, when all 

the moments and dollars had been 

tallied up, it was the children’s turn 

to issue a challenge, this time to 

the congregation: if any member 

wanted to match what had been 

raised by the kids, the KIAs would 

be delighted to receive those 

donations. 

When all was said and done, the 
KIAs raised a remarkable $1,500 
to help Restavek Freedom provide 
support services and programs 
to children in Haiti trapped in 
restavek. “You can imagine the 

excitement of the kids, ages ten 

to fourteen, in being able to do 

something like that!” remarked 

Jane.

And you can imagine the 

amazement of Restavek Freedom, 

too! Thank you to the big-hearted 
Kids in Action at Jerusalem 
Presbyterian Church for making a 
difference for children in Haiti! 

GET INVOLVED
Are you interested in learning more 

about the issue of restavek and ways 

to get involved? Invite Restavek 

Freedom to come speak to your 

group!

Whether it’s your book club, faith 

group, class, worship service, or 

another group gathering, we love 

opportunities to speak with big-

hearted people about ending child 

slavery in Haiti during our lifetime.

We’ll discuss the issue of restavek, 

what Restavek Freedom is doing to 

help, and ways you and your group 

can help build pathways to freedom. 

Contact us today at (513) 475-3710 

to learn more!



RESTAVEK FREEDOM
11160 Kenwood Road
Cincinnati, OH 45242

restavekfreedom.org
513.475.3710

Thank you for giving your time, 
energy and resources to help 
give children who have been sent to live in 
restavek HOPE for their future. 

Thank you for giving families who are desperate to 
keep their children home the skills they need to 
do so. 

Thank you for giving communities throughout 
Haiti the awareness and tools they need to be 
champions for vulnerable children in their own 
neighborhood.

Without your commitment to the people of Haiti, 
none of this would be possible. 

Thank You



 
 

 

 
 

 

US: 11160 Kenwood Road, Cincinnati, OH 45242   |   Haiti: Boulevard 15 Octobre; Local PADF, Port-au-Prince, Haiti  

www.restavekfreedom.org 

  
 

Restavek Freedom 2023 Board of Directors 
 

• Ray Conn, President and Founder  
• Joan Conn, Executive Director and Founder  
• Christine Lee Buchholz, Secretary 
• Benjamin Hautt, Treasurer 
• Christina Guérin, Director 
• Steve Bosman, Director 
• Randy Landis, Director 
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